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The Epiphany of the Lord

THE MYSTERY OF THE MAGI
“We Three Kings of Orient are,
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.”
This beloved carol was first published in 1862. The words and music were composed by an American clergyman,
The Reverend John Henry Hopkins, Jr. He was Rector of Christ Church, Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Even though
Reverend Hopkins was Protestant, his carol was based less on the Gospel of St. Matthew than it was on popular legends about the Wise Men. Those legends and speculations have led rationalists to conclude that the story - - even
in the Gospel - - is not fact, but fiction. I think it was sometime in the early 1960’s that more daring preachers alleged that the Wise Men never existed and that they were purely symbolic. Catholic and Orthodox Christians
defend the Wise Men as fact.
As fact, the Wise Men are still mysterious. What were they? How many were there? What were their names?
Were they really “kings”?
The Wise Men, most agree were magoi or magi. While the term covered a full range of occult practioners, the Magi in the Gospel were members of a priestly caste. They were learned men - - astronomers - - who were also skilled
at interpreting dreams.
No father of the Church attests to their royalty. While Tertullian refers to them as “well nigh kings,” the association of Psalm 72:10 with the Feast of Epiphany prompted a popular assumption that
The kings of Tharsis and the isles shall offer presents;
the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts;
and the kings of the earth shall adore him”
referred to the Magi as kings and not to the general homage of the nations. One author attributes to St. Augustine
the faulty interpretation of the Magi as kings. I have seen no evidence to support this theory.
The earliest depiction of the Adoration of the Magi is a
second century painting in the Capella Greca in the
Catacomb of St. Priscilla in Rome. The ancient paintings
sometimes show two Wise Men or three, four, eight or
twelve. St. Matthew does not ell us how many Magi, only
that there were three gifts presented.
There have been different names associated with the Magi.
The more exotic have been Yazdegerd, Hormizdah and
Perozadh, Kings of the East. In a sixth century Greek
manuscript we first “meet” Gaspar (Caspar), Melchior and
Balthasar. They are represented as of different races and
ages. Balthasar is the middle-aged Black King of Ethiopia,
Melchior the old King of Arabia, and Gaspar the youthful
King of Tharsis. Each is assigned a gift - - gold, frankincense, or myrrh. The gifts recognize the kingship, priesthood and Passion of Christ.
The legends associated with the Magi are many. Their relics were brought to Constantinople either in the 4th or
6th centuries. After the First Crusade their incorruptible remains were moved to Milan and finally to the Cathedral
of Cologne where the Wise Men are still venerated.
-Fr. Luczak
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CHRISTMAS CORNER: EPIPHANY HOME BLESSING
(Before the blessing begins the Leader may wish to explain that Epiphany is a customary time to bless homes and
families. The blessing often includes a ‘chalking’ of the front door with the year and the letters “CMB.” These refer
to the traditional names of the magi – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar – or to the Latin phrase, “Christus mansionem benedicat – May Christ bless this house.” Another tradition is to take the first Christmas card received that
season with the image of the magi and tape it above the inside lintel of the front door. Both traditions remind us to
seek and welcome Christ every time we pass through the doors.)
The family and their friends, holding lit candles, gather outside the open front door of the home and sing a verse or
two of “O Come All Ye Faithful”.
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. All: AMEN.
As the Magi followed the light of the star, we too follow the light of Christ to be a place of welcome, a people of generosity, and a dwelling place for God. Let us ask God to open our hearts so that, as the doors of this home are opened
to neighbor and traveler, this family may be a source of welcome for all in need and a place where Christ is found. Let
us consecrate this door and the home it protects to Christ who is the sheepgate. Let this door be the threshold that
leads both ways to the blessings of God.
The oldest and youngest persons may inscribe with chalk 20 + C + M + B + 15 on the outside lintel of the front door
as another person reads from John 1:14 –
“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”
Another family member tapes the Epiphany card over the front door inside the house as another person proclaims
Matthew 2:9-11 –
After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded
them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and
on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasure and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
All enter the home and place the lit candles in appropriate places throughout the main gathering space.
Leader: Let us pray that this home shines radiantly with the love of God.
Leader or Reader: Our response is “Make us your dwelling place, Lord.”
With Mary and Joseph…With Anne and Joachim…With Elizabeth and Zechariah…With Anna and Simeon…With
shepherds and the kings…With all the angels and saints…With all holy men and women…For the sick and the hungry…For the homeless and the lonely…For friend and stranger… For neighbor and traveler…in our hopes and
dreams…In our faults and failings…In times of joy and peace…In times of sadness and grief...When anger and fear
confuse us…When pride and pain confound us…When the plans we make must change…When you call us home by
a different way…In all things, great and small…
Our Father…
Leader: Blessed are you, God of all creation, for you give us shelter from the cold and the light of your Word to
brighten the night. We come bearing no gifts for everything is a gift from you. All we can offer is our love for each
other and our faith in your Son. Transform, then, these humble gifts into a sign of your presence, and bless this house
and all who come to it. May this home and this family be a light for all who are lost and afraid, a place of peace and
hospitality for those in need, and a sign that you are indeed God with us. When our long journey has ended, lead us all
by the star of your mercy that we may come home to you to the dwelling place you have prepared for us in heaven.
Grant this through Christ our Lord. AMEN.
Sing a verse or two of Joy to the World. Then share a sign of Christ’s peace.
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SAVE THE DATE…
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service on
Sunday, Jan. 18, 3:00 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran
Church in Park Ridge (behind Lutheran General
Hospital). This is sponsored by the John 17
Fellowship of which St. Isaac Jogues Parish is a
member. Father Luczak will give the homily during
the service. A reception will follow. Please plan on
coming and praying with fellow Christians!

UPCOMING MEETINGS…
•St. Joseph Table Planning Committee,
Wednesday, January 14, 7 p.m.,
Holy Family Room.
•Spiritual Life Commission,
Tuesday, January 13, 7 p.m.,
RE Office.
Please read book in preparation of meeting.

MINISTER OF CARE TRAINING
The Carmelite Spiritual Center in Darien,
IL will hold Ministry of Care Training on
Saturday, January 17 and 24 from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Cost is $50. If you are interested
in becoming a Minister of Care and sharing
the prayer and support of our faith
community, as well as bring the
Eucharist to those who are homebound or
hospitalized or residing in local nursing
homes, please contact Dee Stanton this
week at 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com.

January 4, 2015
•RE Classes for Grs. 1 – Confirmation II resume this Monday. All
family members and interested parishioners are welcome to join us
for a time of Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction beginning at 7:15 p.m. in
church.

•Confirmation Year I will have their retreat on Saturday,
Jan. 10 at 1:00 p.m. There is a preparation meeting with
parents/guardians at 4 p.m. in the Holy Family Room.
Then Candidates and families will attend the 5 p.m. Mass
during which they will be recognized and blessed. Candidates who have not yet turned in their permission slip for
the retreat need to bring it Monday night.
•The RE Faculty celebration will be after class Monday in
the Holy Family Room.
•First Communion Preparation Meeting is Monday, January 12, 6:45 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. At least one
parent/guardian is to attend for each child.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10
or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or
1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

The Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
Monday:
St. John Neumann
Tuesday:
St. André Bessette
Wednesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort;
Julian Calendar Christmas

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Epiphany celebrates the wake up calls of life, the
showings of God’s majesty and power in the person of
Jesus. The feast alerts us to look for signs of the Lord’s
grace and action in our lives today. In this context, the
call of the Second Vatican Council to reform the sacramental life of the Church, including our pattern of care
for the sick, is indeed a holy awakening.
Prior to the 1960s, our care for the sick had
collapsed in the popular imagination into something
everyone called “last rites.” An immensely complicated
ritual, with anointing accompanied by quickly muttered
Latin prayers, was enacted for a marginally conscious
person at “death’s door.” By the time a priest was
called, the sick person might not be able to receive
viaticum, or derive much personal benefit from the
ritual. The healing effects of the sacrament, investing
suffering with the dignity of a link to Christ’s cross, and
the immense assurance of forgiveness for a person
reviewing the life journey, were hidden. Suddenly, an
epiphany swept through the Church, and the way we
care for the sick was utterly transformed. It took several
centuries, however, for the Church to reach that moment of renewal.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS

St. André Bessette

First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The Lord shines upon you and the
glory of the Lord appears over you (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you
(Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking for the
newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

THE HOLY STAR
O Father, may that holy star
Grow every year more bright
And send its glorious beams afar
To fill the world with light.
—William Cullen Bryant
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FRIDAY NIGHT
AT THE
MOVIES
In 2015 a whole new
year of quality movies
are being planned for
you every second Friday of the month. Of course,
there’s no charge for the film nor the popcorn and
beverages. Come join us. All are welcome. Bring
your friends.
We’re beginning the 2015 season with a masterpiece from director Terrence Mallick, “The Tree of
Life” starring Brad Pitt, Sean Penn and Jessica
Chastain. It will be on Friday, Jan. 9th, at 7 p.m. in
the Church Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. The film
has been called “visual poetry” and indeed it is.
It’s about a family in Texas in the 50’s who go
through the struggles and joys of life as we do.
What makes this film special are the visuals and
heart-rending emotions. You will identify with the
characters easily and also the things they face.
Come see this beautiful masterpiece.

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION
The Parish Life Commission will meet this
Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. in Rm. 26.
Agendas will be mailed.
ARCHDIOCESAN MASS FOR LIFE
The Mass for Life will be next Saturday, Jan. 10, at 5
p.m. at St. Cletus Church, 600 West 55th Street in LaGrange. It will be a time to remember the innocent
children lost and the women, men and families hurt
through abortion as we reflect on the 42nd Anniversary
of Roe v. Wade. Join Archbishop Cupich as we
petition the Lord to transform our society from a culture of death into a culture of life.
Each of us is Willed, each of us is Loved, each of us is
Necessary. – Pope Benedict XVI

III
Brian Daniel
&
Janelle Gianakopoulos
January 10, 2015

ST. VINCENT DE
PAUL
MINISTRY
WISH LIST
Thank you for all the
food donations you have made to feed
the hungry. You inspire us with your generosity.
Here is our wish list for the next month:
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Coffee & Tea
Hot Chocolate
Pasta Sauce
Please place your donations in the St. Vincent de
Paul Ministry Food Donation Basket, located at the
entrance to the Holy Family Room.
If you are interested in joining us in our mission to
help the needy, please call the rectory. A member of
our group will contact you.
-Your St. Vincent de Paul Ministry
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2015 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL BEGINS
The 2015 Annual Catholic Appeal is underway. Many of you have received a mailing from Archbishop Cupich. He
asks that you make a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal. Please respond generously.
The Appeal supports both parish and Archdiocesan ministries. The Appeal funds services that are of great help to our
parish and to others in the name of our parish: formation of lay ministers, continuing education and formation of
priests, religious education of children, youth and adults, SPRED, respect life activities, ministries of care and
comfort to those in need, and more.
This year’s them is Entrusted with Responsibility. As we contemplate God’s gifts to us, we have a responsibility to
recognize those gifts, nurture them and express our gratitude for them. Your financial support for the work of our
parish, Archdiocese and Church throughout the world is one way to express this gratitude.
Our parish goal this year is $ 35,893. Remember that when our parish reaches that goal in paid pledges, 100% of the
additional funds received will be returned to us for use in our parish.

A PARISH “OPLATEK”
We extend a heartfelt invitation to ALL parishioners to break the oplatek (Christmas wafer) on Sunday, January
11 at 1:00 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. In addition to sharing wishes and prayers for the new year we will
have refreshments and sing carols (English and Polish). This event to conclude the celebration of the Christmas
Season is organized by some of our Polish parishioners. Desserts and snacks will be most welcome!

LET US PRAY…
Lord, hold our troops and first responders in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen. We especially pray for these
family members and friends…
United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
Illinois National Guard

Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter
Brian Caplin, Gale Renner
Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes
William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly
Christopher Dexter, Nathaniel Janzen

To add a name of a family member or friend who is in the military or is a police officer, firefighter or paramedic,
please contact the RE Office, 847/966-1180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com.
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Notes from the 12/11/14 PPC
•

We began a discussion regarding the development of a Vision Statement for SIJ. Developing a vision statement is the first step in being able to come up with a new 5 year plan that will drive ministries, programs and interaction with the community we serve. The main question, “What/where
do we want the parish to be in five years?” will drive our discussions. We realize that we need to
consider the history and traditions of SIJ while looking to the future. Plans for dialogue with parishioners to gather information and ideas will be created shortly. This will be an ongoing process
that will take time to develop and refine.

•

Cardinal’s Questions: “Catholic means universal. It means one communion of cultures. It means
one family of families drawn from every nation, people & tongue” How might bridges be built between distinct cultural communities within your parish?

Cardinal’s comments: Look at the diversity of local churches. *How can WE be more welcoming,
and receptive of all cultures? Discuss resentments among parishes. What are we gaining with
diversity? With churches closing, how best do we address the blending of other parishes into the
new “home” parish?
•

Discussed the condition of the roof and continuing process for repairs.

•

Feedback from the new parishioner welcome reception was positive even though attendance was
light.

As always, if you have questions please drop a note to the Pastoral Council: SIJPPC8149@yahoo.com

May we follow His star, the light of Jesus Christ, in our journey to live our faith, embrace diversity,
foster understanding and grow our love to better serve others throughout the year.
Happy New Year & Peace be with you and your families, from the SIJ Parish Council.
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St. Isaac Jogues
celebrates 2014
Simbang Gabi

PARTNERS IN THE PROMISE
As a society, during these days we can be in
something of a “postpartum” depression. Our celebrations of Christmas and the New Year are over,
and after today many of us will put away the decorations and the last visible remnants of the celebrations
of the past weeks. The apostle Paul today uses the
expression “partners in the promise.” This is an uplifting phrase for us to reflect upon, and to think of
as our own calling in these days following the birth
of the Lord. What is this promise? We can find it in
the gifts the magi bring: it is a promise of being a
royal priesthood (gold), a holy nation (frankincense),
a people set apart for self-giving (myrrh). We find
more of the promise in Isaiah—a light shines upon
us! In the psalm we know a promise of a world of
flowering justice, profound peace, the poor rescued,
pity for the lowly and the poor. This is the promise;
and one of the best ways for us to lift ourselves out
of any possible low spirits we may be suffering is to
live out our partnership in this promise each and
every day.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Deck the Halls!
The music ministry of St. Isaac Jogues, under the
direction of Lisa Hall will present a concert of
holiday music on Sunday, January 4 at 3:00pm in
the church. Our adult choir, youth choir, praise
singers and cantor ensemble will provide you with
an entertaining and joyous afternoon of music and
laughter. After the rush of preparations, sit back
and let the peace of the Christmas season and its
music surround you.
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Liturgy Next Weekend
January 10-11 2015

Sunday, January 4, 2015

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Anna Han
Ester Galang
Aleksander Rutkowski

Purgatorial Society
Rosa DiFranco

Tuesday, January 6, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Luczak

5:00 p.m.

Fr. Pereira

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

10:00 a.m.

Fr. Kennedy

12:00 p.m.

Fr. Pereira

Sharing of
Oplatki, 1 p.m.

Fr. Janas

Baptisms

Deacon Paul

Earl Chough

Monday, January 5, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Confession
11:00 a.m.

Harry Herbert

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Anna Han

Thursday, January 8, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Friday, January 9, 2015

8:00 a.m.

January 10-11, 2015

Rustico Mallari

Jackie Leksander

5:00 p.m.

Bryan Roque
Marvin Roque
Alena Joseph

8:00 a.m.

Joanne Areno
Rene Dumayas
Lynelle Napata

10:00 a.m.

Matthew Magno
Mark Magno
Khayla Santiago

12:00 p.m.

Lawson Mathew
Alfonson Hanson
Julie Hanson

Saturday, January 10, 2015

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Communion Service-No Intentions
Sister Josephine Mellett

Sunday, January 11, 2015

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Marie Batson
Angela Rendak
Martha Lucia
Esther M. Gallo
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PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak
ASSOCIATE: Rev. Mario Pereira, S.F.X.
PASTORAL STAFF:
Lori Herbert, Business Manager
Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Lisa Hall, Music Director
DEACON COMMUNITY:
Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton
WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDER:
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Eucharistic Celebrations:
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.

Sacristan

Arlene Turek

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:
Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)
Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of
each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.
Parish Office Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . .
967-1060
Janet Piovosi (Parish Secretary)
Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator)
Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor)
Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
966-1180
Renata Jaroslawski (Staff Secretary)
Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
965-6911
Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . .

Pray
for…

966-3266

JIMMY RANCICH
BERNARD KENNEDY, SR.

In Memoriam

ALEXIS BARGA
DELAINE KENNEDY
MARY ANN CASTAGNA
ALBERT JULLIARD
MARY LOU ROMANO
ESTHER TURNER

JACQUELINE LEKSANDER
RICHARD BANNER

MARION BREZINSKI
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