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“THE GREAT THEOPHANY”

In many Benedictine Abbeys there is a special
chapel reserved for the Byzantine Rite. My first
experience of of the Byzantine-Slav Liturgy was
through the “missionary” outreach of St. Procopius
Abbey. Father Demetrius Kowalczyk literally
brought the Liturgy to my own home parish, St.
Juliana’s, in 1962. Later, two other monks, Frs.
Chrysostom and Vladimir Tarasevitch, did a more
dramatic kind of “outreach” with the cooperation
and blessing of the Chicago Archdiocese. A converted firehouse on Fullerton Avenue was transformed into Christ the Redeemer Church. The
new church was meant to serve Bielorussian Catholics of the Eastern Rite. It also achieved a reputation as a “reunion center.” The logo on the parish
bulletin depicted the meeting of Pope Paul VI and
Patriarch Athanagoras on the Mount of Olives.
That exchange of the greeting of peace began a
necessary process of reconciliation between Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy. That reconciliation has not always been easy because of a
long, complex, and bitter history. But, I am edified
how the Holy Spirit has guided people of good will
on both sides of the “divide.”
Not long ago, I met Constantine. I thought he was
an early arrival for a wedding rehearsal. I learned
that he was a student of the Greek dance school
that convenes in the Church Hall on most Thursdays. Constantine was curious about our “Latin”
Church.
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He was full of questions and some underlying
“attitude.” He was obviously sure of his Orthodox
identity. I chatted with him on that occasion and
again on a night when we were celebrating a Holy
Day Mass. Just before I stepped from the Holy
Family Room
to the Church, he asked with a trace of sarcasm,
“What do you Latins think of the Eastern Rite?” I
responded in a way he did not expect. I said: “I’m
truly grateful for the Eastern Rite. For me, it is a
“bridge” to Orthodox tradition. I’ve learned to respect and love the Eastern Church because of our
Eastern Rites!” I’m not sure that motivated Constantine to adopt a similar ecumenical view, but I
was glad I had an opportunity to provide a “sound
bite” promoting reconciliation.
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is known as
the Theophany in the Eastern Church. It celebrates the manifestation of God. At the Jordan River, we have a brief glimpse of the Holy Trinity.
There is the Son descending into the created world,
the Father identifying Him and the Holy Spirit confirming His mission as Messiah. In the Byzantine
Rite, the event of the Lord’s Baptism marks the
original feast of the Most Holy Trinity. In a service
hymn, we hear:

“When you, O Lord, were baptized in the
Jordan, The worship of the Trinity was
made manifest . . . “
Dom Gregory Collins, O.S.B., another Benedictine
from Glenstal Abbey near Dublin, cites three reasons for the Great Theophany,
1. The Incarnate Word sanctified the water. That
reveals the cosmic aspect of the mystery - God entering creation to make it holy again.
2. Christ’s “descent” foreshadows another descent
- - into death’s realm to liberate the just.
3. At the Baptism, the Holy Spirit inaugurates the
Mission of Jesus as Messiah - - the redeeming,
sanctifying and revealing of the Godhead Trinity and Unity.
Dom Gregory concludes his reflection on the Baptism of the Lord by reminding us that “Christ and
the Holy Spirit have been sent to us by God! They
are the supreme gifts who have appeared to draw
us upward to the Sender . . . “

Page 3

January 11, 2015

The Baptism of the Lord

In the West, we truly need to grow in our understanding of grace. In the East, it is clearer: God
never gives us gifts that separate us from Him. He
gives Himself to us.”
I shall always be grateful to those who taught me
how to look both ways before crossing a busy
street. How much more am I indebted to those
who taught me to look both East and West before
approaching the greatest of mysteries.
-Fr. Luczak

TEEN GROUP
The Teen Group will meet at 11 a.m.
next Sunday, January 18th, in the Holy
Family Room. We will be planning the
upcoming Popcorn Sale, Sack Lunch
Service Project, help at the St. Joseph Table, and more. All teens are
encouraged to come and share their
ideas. Some of these events will be
great service projects for Confirmation
Year I & II Candidates! Questions?
Contact the RE Office, 847/966-1180
or sijre2004@yahoo.com

2015 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL BEGINS
The 2015 Annual Catholic Appeal is underway. Many of you have received a mailing from Archbishop Cupich. He
asks that you make a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal. Please respond generously.
The Appeal supports both parish and Archdiocesan ministries. The Appeal funds services that are of great help to our
parish and to others in the name of our parish: formation of lay ministers, continuing education and formation of
priests, religious education of children, youth and adults, SPRED, respect life activities, ministries of care and
comfort to those in need, and more.
This year’s them is Entrusted with Responsibility. As we contemplate God’s gifts to us, we have a responsibility to
recognize those gifts, nurture them and express our gratitude for them. Your financial support for the work of our
parish, Archdiocese and Church throughout the world is one way to express this gratitude.
Our parish goal this year is $ 35,893. Remember that when our parish reaches that goal in paid pledges, 100% of the
additional funds received will be returned to us for use in our parish.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE
On Sunday, January 18th, 3 p.m. three area churches will come together to pray for unity in our divided world. That
day marks the beginning of the 2015 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme for this year’s service is “Jesus
said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’” Area churches, as well as the wider community, are cordially invited to the service to
be held at Messiah Lutheran Church, 1605 Vernon Avenue, Park Ridge
(one block southeast of Lutheran General Hospital).
Leadership in the prayer service is to be provided by Fr. Andrew Luczak, Pastor of St. Isaac Jogues Church; Pastor
Lynne Morrow, Messiah Lutheran; and newly ordained Pastor Chris Neptun, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Glenview. Laity and clergy from the three churches formed the John 17 Fellowship two years ago. The life and work of
this planning group is based on the prayer of Jesus, “that they may become completely one” (John 17:23).
Following the service all are invited for refreshments and conversation in the church’s new Friendship Place,
with fully accessible facilities, which was dedicated in 2014.
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First Communion
Preparation
Meeting is this Monday,
January 12, 6:45 p.m. in the Holy
Family Room. At least one parent/
guardian is to attend
for each child.

ST. JOSEPH TABLE
PLANNING COMMITTEE…
meets this Wednesday, January 14, 7 p.m., in
the Holy Family Room. If you want to help
plan the details for the March 15th St. Joseph
Table, you are welcome to join us. Those who
want to donate time, meatless food or desserts, or money for the preparation of the table will have the opportunity to sign up in the
next couple of weeks. St. Joseph, pray for us!

Altar Flowers
SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMISSION…
will meet this Tuesday, January 13, 7 p.m. in the
RE Office. Agendas have been mailed.

“In Loving Memory of Richard Noble”
-Theresa Noble

CHRISTMAS CORNER: A Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Churches
(Compiled by Sr. Lorelei Francis Fuchs, SA of Graymoor Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute and Dr. Paul Meyendorff, Professor,
St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary)

As we seek greater fellowship in faith, life and witness, let us give thanks for the diverse expressions of Christianity
existing among us: For Orthodox churches: for their spiritual tradition, their rich liturgy, their regard for the collective life and the common will as a source of authority…For the Roman Catholic Church: for its glorious traditions,
its disciplines in holiness, its worship, rich with the religious passion of the centuries, its noble company of martyrs,
doctors and saints…For the churches of the Anglican Communion: for their reverent and temperate ways, their
yearning for healing the division of Christendom through catholic heritage and reformed spirit…For Methodist
churches: for their call to awaken the conscience of Christians to social evils, their emphasis on the witness of experience and the fruits of disciplined life…For Pentecostal churches: for their emphasis on the gifts of the spirit, of enthusiasm and emotional release…For Lutheran churches: for their devotion to the grace of God and the Word of God
enshrined in the ministry of Word and Sacrament, and for their gift of music…We thank you, Lord, and bless your
holy name.
For Reformed and Presbyterian churches: for their reverence for the sovereignty of God and God’s faithfulness to
the covenant, their sense of equality before God expressing itself in constitutional government, their concerns for
rightful independence of individuals and community…For Baptist churches: for their emphasis on personal regeneration and the conscious relation of the mature soul to the Lord…For the Religious Society of Friends and Peace
churches: for the witness to the inner light, their faithful ministry of nonviolence and peacemaking…For the Free
churches: for their humility and simplicity in speaking the gospel everywhere and to everyone; their welcoming the
unwelcomed, their inspiring the uninspired…
For uniting churches, churches on the way to full communion and churches in full communion, for their efforts
to overcome the divisions in the body of Christ, so that the world might believe in the Son sent by the Father through
the Spirit…We thank you, Lord, and bless your holy name.
O God, from south and north and east and west, faith families and fellowships gather in your name. Draw each closer
to the other so that all may live, pray and minister as your body in the world. May all we are and all we do transform the world into a foretaste of your kingdom, where love reigns eternal. Amen.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-20
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Saturday:

January 11, 2015

The Baptism of the Lord

The Baptism of the Lord
First Week in Ordinary Time begins
St. Hilary
St. Anthony

St. Anthony

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
In the 1560s, the Council of Trent attempted
to standardize the widely variant customs for the
pastoral care of the sick and dying. We had inherited a practice called “extreme unction,” from the
Latin words meaning anointing at the point of
death. The deeper tradition, however, is about the
prayer of faith that will heal and restore the sick
person, and is straight from the Letter of James.
The Fathers went back to the beginning, and
while not discarding the “extreme unction” name,
made a plea for the proper use of this sacrament.
As soon as a person is in danger of death from
sickness or old age, they reasoned, the time for
the sacrament had already arrived.
As a result of this desire, the next ritual text
for anointing contained an innovation: a rite for
visiting the sick that included readings from
scripture, psalms, and prayers. Old customs fade
slowly, however, and the quality of pastoral care
languished for centuries while people delayed the
celebration of a consoling and effective sacrament, sometimes missing the opportunity completely. A priest ministering to a dying and unconscious patient alone in a room has never been
the desire of the Church. Our tradition is far too
rich for this sacrament to be celebrated in such a
diminished and ungenerous manner.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Behold my servant with
whom I am pleased; he shall bring forth justice to the nations
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 55:1-11.
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace
(Psalm 29) or Isaiah 12:2-6.
Second Reading — God anointed him with the Holy
Spirit (Acts 10:34-38) or 1 John 5:1-9.
Gospel — You are my beloved Son, with you I am well
pleased (Mark 1:7-11).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”
1 Corinthians 12:8
Love is in the air for all married couples.....at the WWME World Marriage Day
Dinner Dance. February 7, 2015 from 6:00 - 11:00 pm at the Carriage Greens
Country Club, 8700 Carriage Green Dr., Darien, IL. The dinner menu will consist of
sirloin of beef, baked boneless chicken, mostaccioli with marinara sauce, soup or salad. Coffee, tea and
water will be included in the ticket price. The cost is $60/ couple with a cash bar available. There will
be dancing and a "longest married couple" competition. Make your reservation
through Liz Bowling at 630.579.1634 or Liz_Bowling@yahoo.com.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MINISTRY
WISH LIST

the next month:

Thank you for all the
food donations you
have made to feed the
hungry. You inspire us
with your generosity.
Here is our wish list for
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Coffee & Tea
Hot Chocolate
Pasta Sauce
Please place your donations in the St. Vincent de
Paul Ministry Food Donation Basket, located at the
entrance to the Holy Family Room.
If you are interested in joining us in our mission to
help the needy, please call the rectory. A member of
our group will contact you.
-Your St. Vincent de Paul Ministry
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Sunday, January 11th, 2015
John the Baptist said “I have baptized you with water; he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. Invite the Holy Spirit into your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are February 13-15, 2015 or
April 17-19, 2015 or June 12-14, 2015, all at Elk Grove
Village, IL. Early registration is highly recommended. For
reservations/information, call Jim & Kris at 630-577-0778
or contact us through http://wwme-chicagoland.org .

Welcome New
Parishioners!
Mr. Peter Brodner
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfrido & Anita Toledo
Mrs. Patricia Leahy
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THANK YOU, EVERYONE!
Our sincere appreciation and gratitude to:
•Those who attended our Simbang Gabi Mass
last December 19, 2014 for their generous
donations and participation.
•Those who answered our solicitation letters for
donations toward the celebration.
•Those who honored us with their presence at
the reception.
•Those who sponsored the food and the music/
entertainment during the reception.
•The SIJ Pastors, Ministries and Staff for their
help and support in making everything possible.
•The members of the SIJ Choir for sharing their
talents.
•Members of the novena prayer group for their
commitment and dedication in support of
the FilAm Organization's programs and
projects throughout the year.
Wishing you all, a New Year full of
HOPE, JOY, and PEACE!
From: The Filipino American Organization at
St. Isaac Jogues

LET US PRAY…
Lord, hold our troops and first responders in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen. We especially pray for these
family members and friends…
United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
Illinois National Guard

Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter
Brian Caplin, Gale Renner
Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes
William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly
Christopher Dexter, Nathaniel Janzen

To add a name of a family member or friend who is in the military or is a police officer, firefighter or paramedic,
please contact the RE Office, 847/966-1180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com.
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BIBLE STUDY…on St. Paul’s letters from
prison, Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m., Rm. 6 (enter by the
Holy Family Room), $10 for materials. No previous
bible study experience necessary –
we’re all learning together!

A PARISH “OPŁATEK”
We extend a heartfelt invitation to ALL parishioners to break the oplatek (Christmas wafer) TODAY (Sunday),
at 1:00 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. In addition to sharing wishes and prayers for the new year we will have
refreshments and sing carols (English and Polish). This event to conclude the celebration of the Christmas Season
is organized by some of our Polish parishioners. Desserts and snacks will be most welcome!
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ON BEHALF OF LIFE…PRAYER,
DIAPER DRIVE, WITNESS
On January 22nd we will mark with sadness the
1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legalized
abortion in the United States. That day is
designated as a day of prayer for the legal
protection of unborn children.
Our parish observance includes:
•Collecting packages/boxes of diapers of various
sizes (newborn and older) for the Women’s
Center in the Holy Family Room next weekend,
January 17-18. There is always a big need for
diapers and this is one way to assist women to
keep their babies.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
•Holding a Holy Hour for Life and Benediction
on Thursday, January 22, at 7 p.m. in church.
•The 10th Annual March for Life Chicago will be
next Sunday, January 18th beginning at 2 p.m.
at Federal Plaza, 50 West Adams, Chicago.
There will be a rally and feature speakers including Archbishop Cupich, Rep. Dan Lipinski, Rep.
Peter Roskam, Abby Johnson, Joe Schiedler, and
others. Following the rally the group will walk to
the James R. Thompson Center, 100 West Randolph and conclude about 4 p.m. “The March for
Life Chicago message is one of love and hope.
This occasion affirms the authentic dignity of
women, celebrates the gift of children, and promotes a culture dedicated to protecting life at
every stage of development. March for Life Chicago joins events across the country from Washington DC to San Francisco to proclaim that all
lives matter and declare that it is time to end
abortion in America.”

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY…meets
this Thursday at 10 a.m. in Rm. 6 (please
enter by the Holy Family Room). New
members welcome!

Even in winter an isolated
patch of snow has a special quality.
-Andy Goldsworthy
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Liturgy Next Weekend
January 17-18
Sunday, January 11, 2015

Confession
11:00 a.m.

Fr. Pereira

5:00 p.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Pereira/Deacon Paul

Monday, January 12, 2015

10:00 a.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

8:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Fr. Pereira/Deacon Paul

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Marie Batson
Brenda Odom
For the Living & Deceased Members of SIJ
Angela Rendak
Martha Lucia
Esther M. Gallo

Purgatorial Society
Holly Koz

Tuesday, January 13, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Richard Noble

Wednesday, January 14, 2015

8:00 a.m.

January 17-18

Maria Siedlicka

Thursday, January 15, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Ann Maloney

5:00 p.m.

Trisha Bonto
Matthew Bonto
Nelson Perumpel

8:00 a.m.

Dennis George
Diann George
Steve Livingston

10:00 a.m.

Jeffery Kurian
Eugene Villarino
Julia Jaroslawski

12:00 p.m.

Jane Escarez
Lawrence Escarez
Jonathan Magboo, Jr.

Friday, January 16, 2015

8:00 a.m.

Belen Garcia Perez

Saturday, January 17, 2015

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Communion Service-No Intentions
Jim Smith
Virginia Malaban
Cesar Tech

Sunday, January 18, 2015
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Richard M. Arendt
Mario Allegretti
Shirley Klein
For the Living & Deceased Members of SIJ
Pat Brezinski
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PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak
ASSOCIATE: Rev. Mario Pereira, S.F.X.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Lori Herbert, Business Manager
Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Lisa Hall, Music Director
DEACON COMMUNITY:
Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton
WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDER:
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Eucharistic Celebrations:
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM
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Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:
Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)
Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of
each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.
Parish Office Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . .
967-1060
Janet Piovosi (Parish Secretary)
Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator)
Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor)
Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
966-1180
Renata Jaroslawski (Staff Secretary)
Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
965-6911

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.
Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . .

Log in to
givecentral.org and
register today!

966-3266

Pray
for…
JIMMY RANCICH
BERNARD KENNEDY, SR.
ALEXIS BARGA
DELAINE KENNEDY
MARY ANN CASTAGNA
ESTHER TURNER
MARION BREZINSKI

Give Central is available
for your To Teach Who Christ Is donations!
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THANK YOU!

