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Monsignor Dennis Lyle
How Do I know What God Is Asking Me to Do?
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ON SOLID GROUND . . .
WITH A VIEW

elimination of two secretarial positions - were not only difficult, but painful. We appreciate the value of the people involved, and are
most grateful for their dedication and service.
But, the change - - a sacrifice - - was necessary. Be assured, we will do our best to make
prudent decisions that will not alter the quality of parish services.
The Report revealed something encouraging the steady support of Archdiocesan collections. We are also proud of the generous response to the “To Teach Who Christ Is” campaign and the Annual Catholic Appeal.

The Transfiguration is a “mountain-top” experience. Given the shocking revelation of the
Passion, the apostles face reality. That reality
seems like a bad news overload. But, is it really good news in disguise? When Jesus invites Peter, James, and John to accompany
Him up the mountain, He gives them an unexpected glimpse of the future He gives them a
vision of God! It is a foreshadowing, a view,
of the fullness of the Paschal Mystery. The
Transfiguration was a “mountain-top” experience, but it has left the apostles on solid
ground with even more solid faith in the future. This is not to say that all their fears
were gone. Their greatest test lay ahead of
them. All, but one, succeeded.
As I read the mid-year financial report, I saw
our financial picture in black and white . . .
and “red.” When I see columns of numbers
on a page, I have to focus and refocus. I was
glad that when she prepared the report, Lori
Herbert, our Business Manager, provided a
gloss in the margin to emphasize “Areas of
Focus.”
Our two biggest problems are
“occupancy expenses” and the decline in
weekend collections. The reality in these
areas is bad news. How can the parish best
overcome these formidable obstacles?
We
have made changes that were common sense
“cuts” in expenses. Others - - especially the

Finally, our focus is on you, the parishioners
of St. Isaac Jogues. It is an appeal to stewardship. Our biggest problems - - paying unexpectedly large utility and grounds’ maintenance expenses and the decline in weekend
collections - - can only be effectively solved
with your help. What can you do? Of
course, increase your weekend offering! Even
$1 can make a significant difference. Just $1
per week from all registered families would
generate an increase of almost $50,000!
Another important contribution would be your
creative input. Consider new fund raising
events - - events that can unify the parish and
are very profitable. Please contact our Parish
Pastoral Council with your suggestions at
SIJPPC8149@yahoogroups.com. Your ideas
and willingness to volunteer will make a difference.
Just as the apostles worried about the future
and were apprehensive in the face of bad
news, so are we. The ground on which our
parish stands remains solid. At times, we
need to focus and refocus on our reason for
being a parish. That reason is our faith in
Christ Jesus. We are called to be more than
pessimists and realists, who believe only what
they see. We are called to be idealists, whom
G. K. Chesterton accurately described as
“Visionaries, people who believe more than
they see.”
-Fr. Luczak
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We respec ully share our mid-year financial report. The financials have been reviewed by the Finance Commi ee
and submi ed to the Archdiocese of Chicago. Rest assured, St Isaac Jogues is on solid ground. The financials also
reveal possible areas for adjustment. We con nue to monitor and make sensible changes where necessary. We will
do all we can to eﬀec vely manage our resources to enable implementa on of major project commitments such as a
new roof, enhanced ligh ng, upgraded electrical systems and new flooring. Parish goals and parishioner needs guide
our decisions. As good stewards of the parish, help us to be diligent in our alloca on of resources.
AREAS OF FOCUS:

St. Isaac Jogues Parish
FY 15 Interim Report
7/1/2014 - 12/31/2014
ACTUAL

BUDGET

PRIOR YTD

Ordinary Income
1 Collec ons
2 Other Collec ons
3 Lease
4 Other Income
Total Income

306,229.79
6,522.15
57,622.25
97,255.69
467,629.88

313,250.00
5,950.00
56,810.00
74,940.00
450,950.00

302,089.47
5,444.00
57,648.00
100,295.14
465,476.61

Ordinary Expense
6 Salaries
7 Benefits
8 Occupancy
9 Other Expenses
10 Assessments
11 Total Expenses
Net OperaƟng

213,390.67
47,564.88
99,079.26
64,178.06
48,400.00
472,612.87
(4,982.99)

210,196.00
49,603.00
72,070.00
68,502.00
48,946.00
449,317.00
1,633.00

217,576.44
47,415.80
88,209.33
76,172.45
46,294.00
475,668.02
(10,191.41)

Extraordinary
13 Income
14 Expense
Net Extraordinary

87,002.02
28,366.49
58,635.53

29,400.00
21,100.00
8,300.00

58,632.71
33,404.75
25,227.96

Net Profit (Loss)

53,652.54

9,933.00

15,036.55

NOTES:

1
2
4
8
9
13
14

Includes Sunday, Holy Day, Christmas & Easter
Altar flowers, Spec. collec ons such as July 4th & Labor Day
Includes RE & group income, SVDP, raﬄe, s pends & vigil lights
U li es, grounds & building maintenance, FY14 fuel shortage and boiler repair
Represents group & raﬄe expenses, SVDP, altar & oﬃce supplies
TTWCI (FY15 - 45,728), Green Envelopes & Archdiocesan Collec ons
Payment of Archdiocesan Collec ons and Parish Sharing (MBVM)

As you can see, collec ons are again
under budget, but a bit ahead of last
year as previously reported. Even an
extra $1 per week will help us close the
gap!
Occupancy expenses represent u lity,
building and grounds maintenance
costs. You can see a significant diﬀerence which is explained below.
Even though the past few weeks have
been bi erly cold, we’ve experienced
lower snow fall so lower snow removal
bills.
The net nega ve Opera ng expense is
lower than the prior year. It’s moving
in the right direc on.
Don’t be misled by the Extraordinary
financials. As explained below, the income includes our 60% por on of the
“To Teach Who Christ Is” dona ons
received through December of $45,728,
together with our Green Envelope collec on. Again, the green deficit reducon envelopes help pay for basic services.
Support of the Archdiocesan Special
Collec ons has remained steady.
The bo om line is we need to do two
things:
• Increase collec ons and consider
new fund raising ac vi es
• Monitor and decrease expenses
where it makes sense in our eﬀorts
to serve God!

We believe you will do your
best to help in that mission.
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As part of our mid-year Archdiocesan financial reporting and preliminary review of our Fiscal Year 2016
budget, we continue to take a hard look at all expenses. One purpose of this review process is to identify
and evaluate potential changes with the least impact on St. Isaac Jogues programs and parishioners. Our
evaluation has shown that it is necessary to eliminate two positions to most effectively manage our financial
resources.
We want to express a sincere THANK YOU to our Parish Secretary, Janet Piovosi and our
Religious Education Staff Assistant, Renata Jaroslawski for their dedicated and professional
years of service to St. Isaac Jogues Parish and parishioners.
Their individual contributions to the parish will be missed.
While we “shift” tasks and responsibilities to others, we ask for your patience. If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to call the rectory. If you would like to send a note of thanks to Janet or Renata, feel
free to send it to the rectory. We will be sure to forward the notes along.

ST. JOSEPH TABLE
The St. Joseph Table is an old tradition from Sicily.
Many centuries ago there was a famine and the people
prayed to St. Joseph, their patron, and asked his
intercession. Rains came, the famine ended and a special
feast to thank and praise God and to honor St. Joseph was
prepared after the harvest. All were welcome to come and
enjoy, especially the sick and the homeless.
Though Sicilian immigrants introduced the custom to
America, the celebration and feast are open to all. The
Saint Joseph Table is a source of petition and thanksgiving. Most of the foods presented on the altar are acquired
through begging, asking the help of people and local
businesses to represent what the poor of Sicily had to do.
At the end of the St. Joseph Table the remaining food and
whatever money has been given in donations are given to
those in need.
Everyone is invited to our parish St. Joseph Table on
Sunday, March 15th beginning with the Noon Mass.
The blessing of the table and serving of food will follow
and continue until 4:30 p.m. downstairs in the Parish Hall.
Per the tradition there is no charge to eat at the table
but donations will be accepted for our St. Vincent DePaul Ministry to assist those in need. Be sure to bring
your family and friends!
We ask you to help us with this special and age old tradition by providing a meatless dish (egg dishes, roasted
or fried vegetable) or desserts, money for the preparation of the table or your time (serving late shift, cleanup). Please sign up on the appropriate form in the Holy
Family Room today or next week. We also beg your
prayers, asking St. Joseph for his help and intercession for
this beautiful time of family, community and sharing!

2016 Mass Book
opens for intentions
Tuesday, March 3, 2015
at the rectory.

•Confirmation Year I
autobiographies are due Monday in class. Please see
overview given at the January meeting for details.
•Confirmation Year II
Candidates are to turn in Day of the Spirit Retreat permission slips by March 16 along with any current or
late work. Sponsor response forms are also due by that
night.
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Lenten Fridays
The green pepper and
egg sandwiches are back
this year on Fridays
during Lent. They will be
sold in the HFR from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
You can place orders in advance by calling John
at 847-966-9679 Walk ins are also welcome.
Donation: $4.00 each

This evening at the Vicariate II Youth Awards
Banquet six of our parish teens will be
recognized for their ministry and dedication to
our faith community. The criteria to receive the
award from St. Isaac Jogues Parish (as each
parish decides the basis on which the award is
given) includes: being a Junior or Senior in
high school, involved in a parish ministry for at
least two years, demonstrating leadership,
commitment, dependability and a willingness
to share their gifts for the glory of God and the
benefit of our parish and Church. We are very
proud of all the recipients!
Congratulations, thanks and blessings to
Rene-Jocco T. Dumayas (Altar Server),
Jane Escarez (RE Assistant, Altar Server, Teen
Group), Christina Jimmychan (Altar Server),
Anna Koziol (Altar Server), Jeffery Kurian
(Altar Server) and Carlo Angelo Lasco (Altar
Server). We also congratulate, thank and bless
their families for their encouragement and support (and getting them here to carry out their
ministry) God bless all of you!

SOUP SUPPER AND
LENT SERIES
Our Soup Supper and Lent
series continues this Thursday
Mar. 5th with soup at 6:30
p.m. in the Holy Family Room followed by
Fr. John Kartje’s presentation on the Passion
Narratives at 7 p.m. Father John was ordained in
2002 and is on the faculty of Mundelein Seminary
teaching courses on Scripture and on the
relationship between theology and science. He
has served in both parish and campus ministry
and holds doctorates in both biblical studies and
astrophysics. He will return on Mar. 12th to
conclude our series looking at the Resurrection
Narratives. RSVP by signing up on the sheet in
the Holy Family Room or contacting the RE Office,
847/966-1180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com by
Monday (for soup planning purposes). All are
welcome, whether you come only for soup, only
for the presentation, or both! If you can come at
the last minute, please do, even if you did not
RSVP. Free will offerings greatly appreciated!

THIS WEEK’S LENTEN SCHEDULE…
Sunday – Alms Recipient: Heifer; Parish Retreat Afternoon w/Msgr. Lyle, 2-5 p.m., church
Wednesday – Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday – Soup Supper, 6:30 p.m., “Passion Narratives” w/Fr. Kartje, 7 p.m., HFR; Holy Hour &
Benediction, 7 p.m., church
Friday – DM Chaplet & Stations of the Cross, 3 & 7 p.m., Pepper & Egg Sandwich Sale (check
elsewhere in bulletin regarding ordering)
Saturday – Sacrament of Reconciliation: 11 a.m.-12Noon
Saturday/Sunday – Third Sunday of Lent; Almsgiving Recipient will be The Well of Mercy
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PARISH LENT RETREAT TODAY!
We extend a special welcome to Monsignor Dennis Lyle who is our homilist at today’s masses and who will
be our retreat guide this afternoon. All are invited to our Parish Lent Retreat this afternoon, 2-5 p.m., and
spend time in prayer, reflection, discussion and more. Msgr. Lyle will guide us in
“Prayer and Discernment: How Do I Know What God Is Asking Me To Do?”
Everyone says it is important to pray, but is there a right or wrong way to pray? What must I do to be a person of prayer? We often make prayer more complicated than it is and we need to ask ourselves if God
wants it to be a difficult task. The great saints recognized the simplicity of prayer and we can learn much
from them. Come and spend some time reflecting on this simple but essential human activity.
Please bring your family, friends and neighbors. Free will offerings appreciated! A video of Fr. Dennis’
talks will be shown on Monday, March 2nd, at 9:30 a.m. in the Holy Family Room, for those unable to attend the live event on Sunday.
Msgr. Dennis Lyle is a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. After completing his studies in the seminary
system, he was ordained in 1991. He served as an Associate Pastor in Waukegan, taught on the faculty at
St Joseph College Seminary and worked at Mundelein Seminary as a teacher and Rector/President. He is
now the Director of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in Mundelein.

BABY FURNITURE NEEDED
The Women's Center is very low at the moment, particularly high chairs, swings and strollers. They can
also use walkers, bouncers, toddler beds, changing tables, new crib mattresses and infant car seats.
Perhaps you or a friend have these items or may run across them at a resale store over the weekend.
Please drop them off at The Women's Center, 5116 N. Cicero Avenue, Chicago. If you have questions,
their number is 773/794-8807. Thank you!

ALMSGIVING RECIPIENT NEXT WEEKEND…
The Well of Mercy, located in the West Ridge area
of Chicago, supports single, pregnant women and
their families who choose life for their unborn
children, providing a caring and stable place as they
build a poverty-free future for their families. They will
be selling a variety of breads and jewelry in the Holy
Family Room that day so please come, look and
buy!
For your alms we ask you to provide laundry
detergent, bleach, Pine Sol or other such general
cleaner, dish washing liquid, dishwasher detergent,
toilet paper, 40-gallon+ size trash bags or paper
napkins. Please bring your donations to the Holy
Family Room. If you want to give a monetary donation (checks payable to St. Isaac Jogues Parish and
we will send one total check), please place it in one
of the alms boxes at the doors of the church. Thank
you!
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Do you sign?
Not sing...sign! We are in need of
a volunteer American Sign
Language interpreter to sign Mass
here at St. Isaac Jogues at least
once a month for a parishioner
who would greatly appreciate the
service. It would allow for better
understanding and participation. If
you are able to help us, please
contact Dee Stanton, 847/9661180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com
Thank you!

Next Sunday, March 8th don’t forget to….

Daylight Savings Time begins

Guild 5 thanks everyone who helped with the
Carson’s Community Day event last weekend including those who purchased the
booklets and shopped as well as those who
sold and worked to make this event successful. Carson’s Community Day was a huge
success to St. Isaac Jogues!
Thank you for your support!

LET US PRAY…
Almighty God, we ask your Divine mercy and protection to envelop our loved ones in all
branches of military and civil service. Give them courage and strength against all enemies
both spiritual and physical, and hasten their safe journey back to their homes and families.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
First Responder
United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
Illinois National Guard

Greg Zalewski
Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter
Brian Caplin, Gale Renner
Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes
William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly
Christopher Dexter, Nathaniel Janzen

If you have a family member or friend you would like to add to our prayer list, either because they serve in the
military or first responder (police, firefighter, paramedic/EMT), please contact the RE Office at 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com.
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THANK YOU!
The SIJ Women’s Club
gives a big “THANK YOU”
to everyone who made the
bake sale such a success and
we want to congratulate the
basket winners as well!

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION
OF ADULTS
Adults interested in being baptized, received into
the Catholic Church or completing their Catholic
Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation are
invited to contact Dee Stanton, 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com, for more information.

40 A Movie about abortion 1974 - 2014
The Fr. Stroot Council of the Knights of
Columbus and St. Martha Parish present: 40.
A compelling new documentary that
examines the effects of abortion on our
nation over the last 40 years since
Roe v Wade. Directed by John Morales, the
movie looks at both sides of this heated
issue with heartfelt testimony from post abortive
women and a younger generation that works to
end abortion. 40 will be shown
Monday, March 9th at 7PM in the
St. Martha Parish Auditorium. There is no
admission charge and all are welcome.
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SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Second Sunday of Lent; Penitential Rite for
Candidates for Full Communion
Tuesday:
St. Katharine Drexel
Wednesday: St. Casimir; Purim (Jewish observance)
begins at sunset
Friday:
First Friday; World Day of Prayer;
Abstinence
Saturday: Ss. Perpetua and Felicity; First Saturday

TODAY’S READINGS

Sunday:

First Reading — The sacrifice of Abraham, our father
in faith (Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18).
Psalm — I will walk before the Lord, in the land of
the living (Psalm 116).
Second Reading — If God is for us, who can be
against us? (Romans 8:31b-34).
Gospel — Jesus was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white (Mark 9:2-10).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MINISTRY
WISH LIST

St. Katharine Drexel

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:

Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38
Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday:
Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11;
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7;
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]

Thank you for all the donations you have
made to feed the hungry. You inspire us with
your generosity. We are focusing on personal hygiene items this month, in addition to food
donations. We need:
Soap
Shower Gel & Bubble Bath
Deodorant
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Mouthwash
Shampoo & Conditioner
Please place your donations in the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry Food Donation Basket, located at the entrance to the Holy
Family Room.
If you are interested in joining us in our mission to help the
needy, please call the rectory. A member of our group will
contact you.
Your St. Vincent de Paul Ministry

Welcome New
Parishioners!
Mr. and Mrs. Edward & Laarni Gaddi
Mr. and Mrs. Raymundo & Janet Andrada
Mr. and Mrs. Buenaventura & Perla Ugarte
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest & Gretchyl Winters
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Liturgy Next Weekend
March 7-8, 2015
Sunday, March 1, 2015
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Don Neidhofer
Paul Schneller
Chester Wojcik
Bernarda Azcuna
Marilyn Beck
Gerhard Drag

Confessions

Fr. Pereira

11:00 a.m.-Noon

5:00 p.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Pereira

10:00 a.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

12:00 p.m.

Fr. Pereira

For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ

Frank G. Caputo
Monday, March 2, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society

Terry Dyja
Tuesday, March 3, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Ellen Igoe
Marian Brezinski

March 7-8, 2015

Wednesday, March 4, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Bellissimo Family

Altar Servers
Thursday, March 5, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Marian Brezinski

5:00 p.m.

Trisha Bonto
Matthew Bonto
Khayla Santiago

8:00 a.m.

Jonathan Magboo, Jr.
Eugene Villarino
Ann Benoy

10:00 a.m.

Matthew Magno
Mark Magno
Julia Jaroslawski

12:00 p.m.

Alfonso Hanson
Julie Hanson
Alyssa Fortaleza

Friday, March 6, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Mary Jane Polinski

Saturday, March 7, 2015
8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Communion Service-No Intentions

Marian Brezinski

Sunday, March 8, 2015
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ

Dorothy Knaack
Steven Zourkas & Sean Cusack
Gregorio Beltran & Andrea Beltran
Felixberto Lopez
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PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak
ASSOCIATE: Rev. Mario Pereira, S.F.X.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Lori Herbert, Business Manager
Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Lisa Hall, Music Director
DEACON COMMUNITY:
Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton
WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDER:
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Eucharistic Celebrations:
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.

In Memoriam

Corazon Cruz

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:
Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)
Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of
each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.
Parish Office Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . .
967-1060
Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator)
Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor)
Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

966-1180

Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

965-6911

Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . .

966-3266

Pray for…
JIMMY RANCICH
BERNARD KENNEDY, SR.
ALEXIS BARGA
DELAINE KENNEDY
MARY ANN CASTAGNA
JIM NOVELLO
TOM LISOWSKI

Sacristans
Theresa Noble
Frances Martel

MEDY SILVA
ESTHER TURNER
THOMAS KOCHUPURACKAL
LISA BETKER
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