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TEMPTATION SUNDAY:
“Devil’s Food for Thought”?
Temptation is a seduction. It is a well-baited lure
in the “sea of humanity,” a magnet attracting an
iron will. Temptation comes from the world, the
flesh and the devil. The world’s “lure” is an environment of sin and bad example. The “magnet” of
the world is conformity to popular pressure. Every
parent has heard the argument: “But everybody is
doing this or that.”
The flesh wells up from the polluted “spring” of
concupiscence - - the tendency to give in to perverse desires. It is the hereditary tendency to sin .
. . to follow lower urges rather than right reason.
The lure of the flesh is often summarized in the
Seven Deadly Sins - - pride, avarice, lust, envy,
gluttony, anger and sloth. The magnet of the flesh
is self-indulgence and the abuse of God-given gifts
of body and soul.
The Devil’s own temptations are called “demonic.”
They have their origin through the instigation of the
evil one. The devil’s “method,” Fr. John Hardon
tells us, is “to encourage every form of avarice or
selfishness, in order to lead one to pride, and
through pride to all other sins.”
This Sunday
could well be
called
“Temptation
Sunday” or the
“Devil’s Food for
Thought.” The
Book of Genesis tells the familiar story of
the Fall of Man.
It is the first demonic temptation. Adam and
Eve know that
they are forbidden by God to
eat of the fruit of
the tree in the
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middle of the Garden of Eden, the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. The evil one tricks
them. They “go for the lure.” The devil contradicts
the Lord’s command. He assures the gullible Adam
and Eve that not only will they not die, but they
shall “be like gods who know what is good and
what is evil.” They are caught! They sin! Then
they recognize only their own nakedness. They
hide from God in their shame. Their own sin multiplies through the sins of their descendants.
The story of the Garden prefigures the second
great demonic temptation in the Gospel account of
Our Lord’s Temptation in the Desert. It is the reversal of the “Fall of Man.”
Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI
describes the
temptation as
Jesus’ “descent
into the perils
besetting mankind.” Jesus is
the “Second Adam.” The difference is clear
in its opposition.
Jesus not only
resists temptation but engages in a kind of
rebuttal of the
devil’s seductive
logic and his
appeal to human appetites for self-satisfaction, acclaim, and earthly power. The Lord triumphs
through fasting, prayerfulness, and humble service
of God alone.
On this “Temptation Sunday,” we have much to
learn. We have a choice to be like Adam and Eve
or like Christ. Lent is our desert. Our fasting and
abstaining, our personal sacrifices and acts of penance are the best preparation for the inevitable
“lure” and “magnet” of temptation. But of all the
familiar Lenten traditions and customs, few can
compare with a renewed commitment to stewardship and almsgiving. Stewardship puts into practice
the Lord’s parting formula for dismissing the devil:
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“The Lord your God shall you worship and
Him alone shall you serve.”
Stewardship is essential to worship and service. It
is the use of the gifts of creation to honor the Creator, and not to worship and serve ourselves. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church describes
Almsgiving as:

“money or goods given to the poor as an
act of penance or fraternal charity.”
Sacred writers insist that “almsgiving is as good as
penance for sin . . . Fasting is better than prayer,
but almsgiving is better than both.”
In the spirit of the season, be dedicated to Charity!
Charity expresses itself in many ways but none are
more eloquent than stewardship and almsgiving.
In that way we can triumph over the temptation to
be self-sufficient. In Christ, we are called to be
self-surpassing!
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PARISH MISSION RETREAT AFTERNOON
Begin your Lenten Journey by coming to our Parish Mission Retreat Afternoon TODAY! Father
Jeremy Thomas made his introduction at all the
Masses today and now invites us to join him for an
afternoon of Scripture, silence, personal and group
reflection, and ritual before the Blessed Sacrament
and concluding with Benediction.
During the retreat Desert Reflections for a Lenten
People: Seeing, Confessing, Professing, Fr. Jeremy
will guide us in meditations which reflect on the
postures of Lent as shown by the Blind Man, the
Samaritan Woman and Lazarus, Martha and Mary. He
will address personal prayer life, spiritual honesty,
healthy relationships, the joy of discipleship and much
more.
A free will offering will be taken up for the retreat
afternoon. The Spiritual Life Commission looks forward
to welcoming you, your families, friends and neighbors!

-Fr. Luczak

Following the retreat there will be a pot luck dinner
in the Holy Family Room. You can still sign up after
Mass today! Even if you do not sign up ahead of time,
please know that you are welcome to stay!
LENTEN PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Scripture: Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to
be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and
forty nights…the tempter approached…
Reflection: ``The threefold test is aimed at Jesus’ core:
his identity, his fidelity, and the covenant God made
with the Israelites….What stands in my way in accepting that I am a beloved child of God? How can I stay
true to my identity as such? What fears do I need to let
go of in order to live the prayer, ‘Jesus, I put my trust in
you?’ In this holy season of lent, how deeply do we accept that God is the source and reason for our existence? (From Transform Us, O Lord! C Our Sunday
Visitor, c2013)
Prayer: “A clean heart create for me, O God, and a
steadfast spirit renew within me…Give me back the joy
of your salvation and a willing spirit sustain in me.”
From Psalm 51
Action: Attend the Parish Mission Retreat and then
share with someone some of the blessings you received!

Please note that we will host a session on Monday,
March 10 at 9:30 a.m. and show a video of the retreat talks and the closing prayer ritual. So if you
are unable to come Sunday, consider coming Monday
and allow yourself to share in the experience.
LOOKING AHEAD…
Labyrinth Walk, Thursday, 3/20, 6-8:30 p.m. in the Holy
Family Room and 8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. on Friday, 3/21. Take
a meditative walk on a canvas maze patterned after that in the
Chartres Cathedral. Ministers of Care will be on hand to help
guide you in the experience. We do ask that you walk the
maze either in stocking feet or with provided booties over your
shoes.
Gorskie Zale, the Bitter Laments, will be sung in Polish and
English in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday,
March 23rd, 3 p.m. in Church. Led by Fr. Jason Torba and
members of The Lira Singers, it will include hymns which consider the passion & Death of Our Lord, lamentations which
express sorrow for sins, and sympathetic conversations of the
soul with the Blessed Mother. All are welcome!
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In that context, there will also be the World Mee ng of
Families due to take place in Philadelphia in September
2015.
May we all, then, pray together so that through these
events the Church will undertake a true journey of discernment and adopt the necessary pastoral means to
help families face their present challenges with the light
and strength that comes from the Gospel.

Le er of Pope Francis to Families
February 02, 2014
Dear Families,
With this le er, I wish, as it were, to come into your
homes to speak about an event which will take place at
the Va can this coming October. It is the Extraordinary
General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, which is being convened to discuss the theme of “pastoral challenges to the family in the context of evangeliza on”.
Indeed, in our day the Church is called to proclaim the
Gospel by confron ng the new and urgent pastoral
needs facing the family.
This important mee ng will involve all the People of
God – bishops, priests, consecrated men and women,
and lay faithful of the par cular Churches of the en re
world – all of whom are ac vely par cipa ng in prepara ons for the mee ng through prac cal sugges ons
and the crucial support of prayer. Such support on your
part, dear families, is especially significant and more
necessary than ever. This Synodal Assembly is dedicated in a special way to you, to your voca ons and mission in the Church and in society; to the challenges of
marriage, of family life, of the educa on of children;
and the role of the family in the life of the Church I ask
you therefore, to pray intensely to the Holy Spirit, so
that the Spirit may illumine the Synodal Fathers and
guide them in their important task. As you know, this
Extraordinary Synodal Assembly will be followed a year
later by the Ordinary Assembly, which will also have the
family as its theme.

I am wri ng this le er to you on the Feast of the
Presenta on of the Lord in the Temple. The evangelist
Luke tells us that the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph,
in keeping with the Law of Moses, took the baby Jesus
to the temple to oﬀer him to the Lord, and than an elderly man and woman, Simeon and Anna, moved by the
Holy Spirit, went to meet them and acknowledged Jesus
as the Messiah (cf. Luke 2:22-38). Simeon took him in
his arms and thanked God that he had finally “seen”
salva on. Anna, despite her advanced age, found new
vigor and began to speak to everyone about the Baby.
It is a beau ful image: two young parents and two elderly people, brought together by Jesus. He is the one
who brings together and uni es genera ons! He is the
inexhaus ble font of that love which overcomes every
occasion of self-absorp on, solitude, and sadness. In
your journey as a family, you share so many beau ful
moments: meals, rest, housework, leisure, prayer, trips
and pilgrimages, and mes of mutual support…
Nevertheless, if there is no love then there is no joy,
and authen c love comes to us from Jesus. He oﬀers us
his word, which illuminates our path; he gives us the
Bread of life which sustains us on our journey.
Dear families, your prayer for the Synod of Bishops will
be a precious treasure which enriches the Church. I
thank you, and I ask you to pray also for me, so that I
may serve the People of God in truth and in love. May
the protec on of the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph
always accompany all of you and help you to walk united in love and in caring for one another. I willingly invoke on every family the blessing of the Lord.
From the Va can, 2 February 2014
Feast of the Presenta on of the Lord.

-FRANCIS
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Gui9Guild 5 thanks everyone who helped with the
Carson’s Community Day event last weekend including
those who purchased the booklets and shopped as well
as those who worked and sold to make this event
successful. Carson’s Community Day was a huge
success thanks to St. Isaacs! Thank you for your
support!

Adults interested in being
baptized, received into the
Catholic Church or completing
their Catholic Sacraments
of Eucharist and Confirmation
are invited to call Dee Stanton,
847/966-1180 for more info.

Pepper and Egg Sandwiches
Come each Friday during Lent
starting March 7th to pick up
Pepper and Egg Sandwiches
that you have ordered.
They will be ready after 4:00PM.
We will be in the Holy Family Room
until 6:00PM.
Cost same as last year at $3.50
per sandwich
Please try to order in advance
by calling
John at 847-966-9679
Walk ins also welcome.

Religious Education
-First Grade will have a forgiveness service during class
on Monday in preparation for Easter.
-Sixth Grade will have a presentation on Passover and
the Seder with Ms. Sharon Sloan at
6:45 p.m. in their class. Interested parents are
welcome to come!
-Students are reminded to pray for, learn about and help
people around the world through the Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl Project. Perhaps their gift will come
from sacrificing part of their
allowance or not going to a movie or the family
effort of a second meatless meal during the week and
putting the money saved into the rice bowl. You can
work on this special project through early April. Rice
bowls are to be returned to class on Monday, April 14th.

THIS WEEK’S LENTEN CALENDAR…
Sunday -- – Parish Mission Retreat, Desert
Reflections for a Lenten People: Seeing, Confessing, Professing, w/Fr. Jeremy Thomas, 2-5 p.m.
Sunday followed by pot luck.
Wednesday – Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday – Holy Hour & Benediction, 7 p.m.
Friday – Divine Mercy Chaplet & Stations of the
Cross, 3 & 7 p.m.; pepper & egg sandwiches on sale
(please see article regarding ordering).
Saturday – Sacrament of Reconciliation, 11 a.m. –
Noon.
Weekend of Mar. 15-16 – St. Joseph Table Mass
at Noon followed by blessing of Table and serving
of food down in Parish Hall, 1:30 – 4:30. Donations
to assist St. Vincent DePaul Ministry help those in
need. If you cannot come to the St. Joseph Table,
please leave a gift in the alms boxes at the doors of
the Church.
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Loving God, hold all who serve and protect our country in your hands. Bless them
and their loved ones. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.
•
•
•
•
•
•

United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
Illinois National Guard
Iowa National Guard

Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter
Gale Renner,
Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes
William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly
Nathaniel Janzen
Christopher Dexter

If you have a loved one or friend whom you would like our parish
community to pray for as they serve our country, please contact the
RE Office, 847/966-1180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com with their name
and branch of military service to the RE Office. Thank you!

Make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge (2 Peter 1:5)
Over the next 8-10 weeks, the Boy Scouts of Troop 228 will be conducting a service
project at St. Isaac Jogues to help re-stock and re-organize the parish library. A book drive will be
held in the Holy Family Room in the Sundays of March 9 and March 16 between and after all
Masses to help collect the necessary reading materials to help fill the library. The Scouts are looking for lightly used religious works and spiritual readings. If you have any books you would like to
donate, please drop them off at the Scouting Table in the Holy Family Room on one of the two
listed dates.
The Scouts are looking for the following: Bibles, Catechisms, Works of Saints, Papal Encyclicals,
Religious Children’s Books,
Educational Books/Essays, Religious Fiction, Expository Works on the Faith, Books on the History
of the Church, etc.

Notes from your Parish Pastoral Council
The Parish Pastoral Council met on Thursday evening 2/27. The following topics were
discussed.
“To Teach Who Christ Is” campaign – reviewed outcome of parish
meeting on 2/20, asked for Contact committee volunteers and discussed our Parish case.
• Discussed Parish Leadership day experiences and observations.
• Kathy Lord reported on meeting of the Deanery and APC.
• Reviewed draft of PPC Operational Guidelines Bylaws
• Commission news
•

Our next meeting will be in March – Ed Segraves
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The St. Isaac Jogues Men’s Club
will celebrate
St. Joseph’s Day with a St. Patrick’s Day
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
Prepared by our
Italian Chef, John Affatati
Wednesday, March 19th.
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Adoration Of Jesus In
The Most Blessed Sacrament

A Lenten Mass will
be celebrated
at 6:30 p. m. by
Fr. Andrew Luczak
and Deacon Paul
Stanton.
A meeting for
nominations of
officers for the
Upcoming 20142015 year and the
Man of the Year
award will be discussed. Also, a collection for St. Vincent De
Paul will be held to help the needy.
All men of the parish are invited. Come have
an enjoyable evening meeting new and old
friends.
PARISH LIFE COMMISSION
The Parish Life Commission will meet at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 11th.

HAPPINESS
Happiness is a mystery, like religion, and
should never be rationalized.
—G. K. Chesterton

A Holy Hour will be offered each Thursday evening
during Lent in Church before the
Blessed Sacrament
from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
March 13th, 20th, 27th
April 3rd, April 10th
Adoration is a time for praising, adoring, blessing,
giving ourselves to God and thanking Him for all that
He is for us and for all we are to
become through Him. It is truly
“prayer of the heart”.
The prayer is three-fold: a chant; a prayerful
meditation which will be offered by Deacon Rod:
SILENCE - a short meditative time for each of us to
adore Christ, speak our own words to Him or simply
listen for His voice.
Give a special gift to Jesus this Lent.
Offer Him an hour of Your time
these Thursdays during Lent.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Page Eight

First Sunday of Lent

March 9, 2014

ST. JOSEPH TABLE
All are invited to share in the St. Joseph Table next
Sunday, March 16th! This tradition gives glory to God,
honors St. Joseph, encourages community building and
assists the poor and needy. While it is a
meatless table we will have pasta (marinara and con sardi), fish, egg dishes, vegetables, fruits, breads, sweets,
and beverages. All the food will have been donated
through the generosity of parishioners and
local businesses. There is no charge to come and eat at
the St. Joseph Table. Donations will be gratefully accepted to help our St. Vincent
DePaul Ministry reach out to those in need.
If you made a promise of food (meatless of course) and
it does not need to be refrigerated overnight, please
bring it to the Parish Hall on Saturday, March 15th, between 9:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Otherwise all other food donations need to be brought to the parish Hall on Sunday,
March 16th, from 7 – 10:30 a.m. in order to finish final preparations of the table. We will
have runner near the holy Family Room on Sunday to carry the food in for you, if you
would like. Because we will be making preparations on Sunday morning, no one will be
able to come and view the table until it is time for the blessing and serving of food. Food
donations will be taken at the door at the bottom of the stairs.
The St. Joseph Table celebration begins with the Noon Mass on March 16th, followed by
the blessing of the Table and the serving of the food, 1:30-4:30 p.m. The line to come
down to the Table will form in the holy Family Room as only so many can be served at one
time. Everyone’s patience and cooperation will be appreciated! Kindly follow the guidance
of our Men’s Club and please know that there is also an elevator available to come down to
the Parish Hall if you need that assistance.
Donations of food are still welcome, particularly vegetables (fried, roasted) and meatless
dishes
other than pasta. Helpers are still welcome for Sunday and we are in need of 1-2 Nesco
Roasters. Please call Dee Stanton, 847/966-1180 or Santa DiFranco, 847/966-1802, to offer
your gift of food and/or time. Grazie!
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;
Mt 7:7-12
Friday:
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;
Mt 5:43-48
Sunday:
Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Friday:
Saturday:

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Today, we know more about the beginnings of Lent than
our ancestors did. We know that Lent is first of all about baptism, and secondly that it is about the desire of all the baptized to renew the power and potential of that sacrament at
Easter. For centuries, this deep truth was largely obscured,
but today documents have come to light to reshape the
Church’s thinking and practice.
One source, discovered in the 1880s, is the pilgrim diary
of a Spanish nun, Egeria, writing her sisters a
detailed travelogue of a fourth-century sojourn in Jerusalem
during Holy Week. She describes in vivid detail her participation in liturgies that are close cousins of our own Holy Week
prayer, from a festive procession with palms to a procession
to the cross. Her greatest delight is in the huge number of
elect: men, women, and children who experience a time of
deep retreat and identification with Christ’s cross, guided by
the bishop and supported by their godparents’ constant nurture. The discovery of Egeria’s diary proved to be a moment
of grace for the Church; after a long period of “ecclesial amnesia,” we know at last that baptism is really the work of a
whole community of faith, convened by God.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

First Sunday of Lent;
Daylight Saving Time begins
Abstinence
Purim (Jewish observance) begins at
sunset

THE PASSION OF CHRIST
The Roman Catholic theatrical prayer group
Wieczernik “Cenacle”, a non-profit theatrical
organization, at St. Hyacinth’s Basilica in Chicago
will present the Passion of Christ at two local
parishes. They will perform at St. John Brebeuf
Parish on Sunday, March 23, at 1:30 p.m.
(English) and 7 p.m. (Polish). They will also
perform on Saturday, March 29, at St. Catherine
Laboure Parish in Glenview at 6 p.m. (English). It
is the story of the life of Jesus filled with
compassion, service and salvation with all
passages taken from Scripture, played out by a
cast of non-professional actors and accompanied
by moving music and original set design Free will
offerings greatly appreciated.
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Sunday, March 9

Liturgy Next Weekend

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

March 15-16

Kazimerz Chrzaszcz
Steven Zourkas & Sean Cusak
Jospeh Sclafani
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaus Horwath
Eleanor Swanson

Monday, March 10
8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society
Anne Zimmer

5:00 p.m.

Fr. Janas

7:30 a.m.

Fr. Kennedy

9:00 a.m.

Fr. Kennedy

10:30 a.m.

Fr. Kalas

12:00 p.m.

Fr, Luczak/Deacon Kevin
(St. Joseph Table Mass)

Tuesday, March 11
8:00 a.m.

Janet Grant

Wednesday, March 12
8:00 a.m.

Gertrude Powers

Thursday, March 13
8:00 a.m.

Patricia Hildebrandt
Ouseph Thomas
Pete Desario

Altar Servers
5:00 p.m.

Bryan Roque
Marvin Roque
Yuriy Martyniuk

7:30 a.m.

Khayla Santiago
Vijay Thomas
Nicole Wegrzyn

9:00 a.m.

Mark Mangurali
Jonathan Magboo, Jr.
Lawson Mathew

10:30 a.m.

Jonathan Piska
Maya Gherman
Rene Dumayas

12:00 p.m.

Samuel Ratner
Alexandra Wais
Christopher Wais
Mark Malitz

Friday, March 14
8:00 a.m.

Onofre Duque

Saturday, March 15
8:00 a.m.

Communion Service - No intentions

5:00 p.m.

Irene Virginia & Frank Joseph Tomczak

Sunday, March 15
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

For the Living & Deceased Members of SIJ

Anne Zimmer
Robert Biebrach
Shirley Klein
Rogelio M. Tanquilut Toni Yonk
Edward Waytula Sr.
Rogelio TanquilotU
Franzie Bleischiefer

Reconciliation
Fr. Luczak
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PASTORAL STAFF:
Lori Herbert, Business Manager
Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Lisa Hall, Music Director

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:
Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)

DEACON COMMUNITY:
Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Deacon Rod Ranola
Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton

Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of
each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.

WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDERS:
Rev. Ron Kalas
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Rev. Philip McGlynn, O.S.M.
Rev. Camillus Janas, O.F.M.

Parish Office Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . .
967-1060
Janet Piovosi (Parish Secretary)
Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator)
Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor)

Eucharistic Celebrations:
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, & 12:00 Noon
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM

Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
966-1180
Renata Jaroslawski (Staff Secretary)
Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
965-6911

PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.

In Memoriam

Magdalena Danecker

Sacristans
Arlene Turek
Mary Ann Scanlon

Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . .

966-3266

Pray for…
JIMMY RANCICH
MICHAEL D’IORIO
PAT TERZAKIS
LINDA BENNETT

CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
ST. ISAAC JOGUES #512032
8149 Golf Road
Niles, IL 60714
TELEPHONE
847 967-1060
CONTACT PERSON
Jennifer/Janet
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Windows XP Professional
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Canon IR 3035
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