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CARDINAL GEORGE: 
 
Personal Impressions of a “Good Shepherd” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a scene in Willa Cather’s Death Comes for the 
Archbishop where a priest tries to encourage his ailing 
bishop.   
 

“You should not be discouraged; 
one does not die of a cold . . .” 
The old man smiled.  “I shall not die of a cold, 
my son.  I shall die of having lived.” 
 

Death came for Cardinal George on Friday, April 17, at 
10:45 a.m.  Someone asked me how I felt.  I said simply, 
“Sad.”  Why sad?  Because Cardinal George’s “having 
lived” has made a profound difference for the Church, 
the Archdiocese and many of us personally.  He will be 
remembered for his  courage and the moral clarity of his 
leadership.  What else will we remember?  His great 
intelligence and a en on to detail, certainly.  He had 
theological depth.  He faithfully served the Holy See.  He 
was an advisor of popes.  But, from all that has been 
wri en in tribute thus far, I believe, George Weigel, the 
biographer of John Paul II, has the best insight into  
Cardinal George. 
 

“He stood apart for his intelligence, his ability to 
make the church’s proposal in a compelling way 
to contemporary society, his deep faith, person-
al holiness and courage . . .  I think he would 
want to be remembered as a good and faithful 
priest.  That’s all he ever wanted to be.” 

Since my ordina on in 1970, I have served four arch-
bishops.  I have known none of them personally. Our 
new archbishop I haven’t met, except in a “welcoming 
crowd.”  I have respected and obeyed all of them.  Brief 
“encounters” with each of them have been awkward, 
even funny.  Cardinal Cody never pronounced my name 
correctly.  To him, I was “Father Luck-zak.”  He once 
offered me the service of the Archdiocesan lawyer for 
my great uncle’s estate, but I already had engaged my 
uncle’s lawyer.  My most memorable “encounter” was 
as a seminarian.  We were in the Main Chapel sacristy 
alone.  He obviously was having a stressful day.  He 
looked at me and gave me only this advice:  “Son, never 
aspire to be a bishop!”  Coming from a powerful and 
prominent churchman, the advice spoke volumes! 
 
 
Cardinal Bernardin introduced himself as our “Brother 
Joseph.”  For me, he was never more or less than the 
Archbishop.  He was well turned out in Stadelmaier 
vestments.  He had a reputa on for being urbane and 
progressive. . . an excellent cook.  He was “poli cal”, 
with both a na onal and interna onal agenda.  But . . . 
every me I met him face to face, he would look at me 
soulfully and say:  “I really ought to remember your 
name, but I don’t.”  I first met him on the grand stair-
case of the Conrad Hilton. I noted then that Cardinal 
Bernardin was a master of the “Passover” handshake.  It 
is a gree ng that says “hello” and “goodbye” at the 
same me.  Later, at the lowest point in his life, suffer-
ing from cancer, he impressed me most.  There were 
those who allege that he wanted to be the first Ameri-
can pope.  In the end, what ma ered most for him and 
all the faithful was accep ng God’s will and the promise 
of  Eternal Life. 
 
 
Francis Cardinal George . . . mee ng him was like being 
introduced to a decorated war veteran.  He had been a 
vic m of polio as a boy.  His ambi on was to be a priest.  
Quigley, the Chicago Preparatory Seminary, rejected 
him for his disability.  That did not stop him!  He went to 
another seminary and dis nguished himself as a schol-
ar.  He was ordained an Oblate of Mary Immaculate.  His 
ministry and work as a teacher and missionary were 
rewarded with key posi ons, travel and the experience 
of many cultures.  He was made a bishop and respond-
ed to the par cular needs of two dioceses.  He learned 
Spanish and about Na ve American culture.  In his ap-
proach, he combined the gi s of a scholar and a mis-
sionary. 
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Being appointed as Archbishop of Chicago was a 
“homecoming” of sorts.  The “na ve” had returned.  It 
was hard to miss the irony: “the stone rejected by the 
builders had become the cornerstone” of the Archdio-
cese!  He accepted that irony well.  He called the 
“shots” and cri cized flaws.  Early on,  
he was called “George the Corrector.”  That was unfair 
as was some media coverage.  His quick wit and “word 
bites” were some mes misinterpreted.  He was sincere, 
and effec ve, in addressing the scandal of child abuse 
by clergy with “zero tolerance.”  He was diligent and 
prac cal in improving the complex financial picture.  
From afar, I admired his “no nonsense” leadership. 
 
I did have significant “encounters” with Cardinal 
George.  While I was at St. Lambert’s Cardinal George 
accepted our invita on to preside at a mul cultural cel-
ebra on of Epiphany.  That year, there was a horrible 
blizzard the day before our fes val.   We were not sure 
the Cardinal would be able to be with us un l about an 
hour before the Mass.  When he arrived, he was gra-
cious, and “down to earth.”  I will never forget his kind-
ness and interest in every group.  The way he mixed 
with people reflected his “style” of shepherding.  He 
knew my name.  He pronounced it correctly.  I felt hon-
ored that he had made sacrifices to be with us! 
 
I had a similar experience at St. Isaac Jogues Golden Ju-
bilee Mass in 2006.  I was the new pastor, and I watched 
him engage people and put them at ease.  It wasn’t an 
“act.”  It was real.  I was pleased that he s ll remem-
bered my name.   
 
What was my best “encounter” with Cardinal George?  
He telephoned me soon a er my mother’s death in 
2004.  As he spoke to me, he did so as a priest.  Once 
again, he was a real “shepherd,” not a “Corporate Soul” 
or an “Eminence”! 
 
I have come to realize what I prize the most in my 
“encounters” with Cardinal George.  He was a person, 
who suffered and showed us how to survive.  For him, it 
wasn’t “toughing it” or “roughing it.”  The secret of his 
survival was grace . . . his rela onship with Christ.  He 
really believed.  With belief, we can accept, sacrifice and 
find peace. 
 
Yes, I will miss his “rapid fire” intellect, his professorial 
humor, and the spiritual strength that was his defining 
trait.  Archbishop Cupich observed that Cardinal George  

did not let “his physical limita ons moderate his zeal for 
bringing the promise of Christ’s love where it was need-
ed most.” 
 
Today is “Good Shepherd Sunday” and the World Day 
of Prayer for Voca ons.  May the example of Cardinal 
George inspire young people to imitate the authen c 
faith and zeal of this Good Shepherd.   
While we shall all “die of having lived,” the Paschal Mys-
tery requires that we accept death to self before we can 
truly live.   
 

Eternal rest grant to Cardinal George.   
Let perpetual light shine upon him. 
 
May he rest in peace! 

 
   -Fr. Luczak 

Cover art:  Ancient icon of Christ the Good Shep-
herd, from the Catacomb of St. Priscilla, Rome, 
Italy  in what was a quarry in Roman times. This 
quarry was used for Christian burials from the late 
2nd century through the 4th century.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN EASTER THOUGHT FROM  
POPE ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

 
“What are the pastures of these sheep if they are not the 
deepest joys of the everlasting fresh pastures of paradise? For 
the pasture of the saints is to see God face to face; when the 
vision of God never fails, the soul receives its fill of the food of 
life forever. And so, dear brothers and sisters, let us seek the-
se pastures and there join in the joy of the celebrations of so 
many citizens of heaven. Let their happiness and rejoicing be 
an invitation to us. Let our hearts grow warm, let our faith be 
rekindled, let our desires for heavenly things grow warm; for to 
love like this is to be on the way.” 
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Donor Count 309 
2015 Goal $35,893.32 
Amount Pledged $37,062.00 
Amount Paid $23,868.25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a few short weeks since the last report,  an additional 74 parish families have pledged to support the Annual Catholic Appeal 
and pledges are now GREATER than our goal with only 309 families participating.  Once that goal is fulfilled,  every dollar 
pledged and paid comes right back to St. Isaac Jogues to help pay for parish projects and programs.  THANK YOU TO  
EVERYONE WHO HAS HELPED US REACH AND BEAT OUR GOAL.  We need everyone to do their fair share.  It’s never 
too late to help.  Pledge cards are available in the Holy Family Room.  PLEASE do what you can and consider electronic giving 
with givecentral.com. 

 

 
 
 
•Ray Pingoy of the Archdiocesan Respect Life Office will give a chastity presentation to the  
Confirmation Year I & II Classes on Monday at 6:50 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. Family  
members are invited to come.  
 

•First Communion Practice will be this Thursday, April 30th, at 6:30 p.m. in church. The  
children are to be accompanied by at least one parent/guardian for the entire practice. Those with reading 
parts are to bring them to the practice. 
 
•First Communion will take place on Saturday, May 2nd, at 2 p.m. in church. A reception will follow. First, 
Third and Confirmation Year II Families are asked to bring finger type foods for the reception. If they don’t 
need refrigeration you can send them to class on Monday. Otherwise, please bring your donations to the 
Holy Family Room on Saturday, Noon – 2 p.m. Thank you! 
 
•Registration for the 2015-2016 RE Program for Kindergarten – Confirmation Yr. II (Gr. 8 & older) will 
begin on Monday, May 11th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. Registration forms were given to the 
oldest/only child of each family currently enrolled in the RE Program last Monday.  Kindergarten RE is 
on Sundays, 10-11 a.m., and all other grades meet on Mondays, 6:45-8:00 p.m. New families are welcome 
to come and register on May 11th. There will be a family form, a form for each child and a permission regard-
ing medical attention and photos to sign. We also ask you to bring a copy of each child’s baptismal certifi-
cate if they were not baptized here at St. Isaac Jogues Parish. Families with children who are older and 
have not celebrated First Reconciliation or First Communion or who have children with special needs are 
encouraged to call Dolores Stanton, 847/966-1180, to discuss how we can help them in their education and 
formation in the faith and preparation for sacraments. We look forward to welcoming you! 
 
•We congratulate the children of the Ignacy Paderewski Polish School who will receive their First Commun-
ion at Noon Mass on Saturday here at St. Isaac Jogues Parish. May God bless them and their families as 
they grow in relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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LET US PRAY…for the men and women who serve and protect our country and 
local communities, including these family members, friends, and parishioners:    

 
 
 

First Responder   Greg Zalewski 
United States Air Force  Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter 
United States Army  Brian Caplin, Gale Renner 
United States Marines  Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes 
United States Navy  William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly 
Illinois National Guard  Christopher Dexter, Nathaniel Janzen 
 

If you have a family member or friend you would like to add to our prayer list, either because they serve in the  
military or first responder (police, firefighter, paramedic/EMT), please contact the RE Office at 847/966-1180 or 
sijre2004@yahoo.com. 

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS  
AND SUGGESTIONS… 

 
with the Liturgy Board regarding Lent, Palm 

Sunday, the Holy Three Days, Easter Sunday, 
Divine Mercy Sunday, etc. We will meeting on 
Tuesday, and will discussing all this and more. 
If you have suggestions or comments, please 
send them to the Religious Education Office, 
email sijre2004@yahoo.com or call 847/966-

1180 or contact a member of the Liturgy 
Board before Tuesday  – Bill Dexter, Lisa Hall, 
Julie Higgins, Helene Kowalik, Fr. Luczak, Dan 

Sobieski or Dee Stanton.   
 

 

 
LITURGY BOARD… 

will meet Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the RE Office. 
Agendas have been mailed. 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 
THE MOVIES 
 
On Friday, May 8th, all are wel-
come to see the film “Amazing 
Grace.” Doors open at 6:30 
and the movie begins at 7 p.m. 
down in the Parish Hall.  
 

All is complimentary including the popcorn and  
beverages. Bring your friends! 

 
“Amazing Grace” – You know and love this song. 
But you may not know how it came to be. It was writ-
ten by a sea captain who at an earlier time in his life 
transported black men and women from Africa to 
become slaves in Europe and elsewhere. He later 
regretted what he had done and became a pastor 
and preacher as well as a champion to abolish slav-
ery forever. The of the song tell his story. This is a 
stirring true story of the author of that song, John 
Newton, and of the struggle to finally outlaw the 
practice of slavery in Europe. It stars the great Albert 
Finney as John Newton.  

 
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS 

 
First Friday Adoration and Devotions dedi-
cated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary for the healing 

and guidance of our nation will be on Friday, 
May 1st in church. Please note the new 
time: 6-9 p.m. All are invited to come for 

one hour of prayer or for the whole time. We 
will conclude with Benediction.  



 

  

 

Page 6 Fourth Sunday of Easter April 26, 2015 

With several families using e-giving to make both their regular Sunday contributions and both Cam-
paign donations, we’re received well over $50,000 electronically.  It’s easy and you control your 
donations.  Just log in to givecentral.org any time to create your personal account following the 
instructions below.     
 
 
 

1. Go to www.givecentral.org and click on the “register” bu on 
2. Begin typing St. Isaac Jogues, or the zip code 60714 - A drop down box will appear.   
3. Click on St. Isaac Jogues 
4. Check the box next to each “event” to which you want to donate.  
5. Enter the frequency, date range and dollar amount for each.  Click next. 
6. Check the dona ons you have entered and click “con nue to payment” 
7. Create your profile. The fields marked with asterisks are required. 
8. Enter your credit card or electronic check informa on. Click “add payment method” 
9. Verify the payment method you wish to use for each event. Click “finish” to submit your payments. 

 
If you have any ques ons please email loriherbert@sij-parish.com. 

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER SALE 
 

Flowers are a mother’s favorite! On Mother’s Day Weekend, May 9-10 we will sell 
beautiful bouquets of fresh-cut flowers after all the Masses in the Holy Family 

Room to benefit the Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland assist women facing 
a crisis pregnancy situation. There’s a new deluxe selection for this year:  

carnation bouquet--$10, mixed floral arrangement--$10,  
roses and alstroemeria bouquets--$15 and deluxe garden hydrangea bouquets--$30.  

Gift the special lady/ladies in your life and support this life-saving work. 
 

Last year the Women’s Center provided compassionate counseling, social services 
referrals and material goods assistance to over 5,000 women who were facing crisis 

pregnancies. Since its founding in 1984 they have helped save more than 38,000 babies 
and their mothers  from the tragedy of abortion.  

For more information, please visit their website at www.womens-center.org.  
Thank you for your prayers and generous support! 

 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help sell the flowers that weekend.  
If you can spare about 15 minutes after Mass, please call the RE Office this week, 847/966-1180.  

Thanks! 

Catholic Charities Collection on Mother’s Day 
 

Daria had no income, and lived with her children in a condemned building. Catholic Charities brought the family to 
one of our shelters. We helped her find work and permanent housing.  She and her children were among the 991 
individuals we sheltered last year. 
 

Please give to Catholic Charities on Mother’s Day to help homeless families get back on their feet. Learn more at 
www.catholiccharities.net.  
 

“How marvelous it would be if, at the end of the day, each of us could say: today I have performed an act of charity 
towards others!” - Pope Francis 
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Golf Road  
Construction Project  

Please be advised the Golf Road 
construction project is scheduled to 

continue through August 2015.   
As an alternate route to St. Isaac 

Jogues we suggest taking  
Washington St. to Foster Ln. and 
entering the parking lot from the 

south in order to avoid the Golf Rd. 
construction. 

Thank you for your Giving  
Tree Donation 

 
Dear St. Isaac Jogues, 
 
To all the parishioners and administrators of the Church, 
who provide giving to those who are ill, old, young, disa-
bled-thank you for your wonderful generosity in helping 
at a nursing home.  I would like to thank you for all the 
years of your service to the Niles Nursing and Rehabili-
tation Center.  Thank you for your prayers and your vol-
unteers who come and offer us communion, and mass 
services and other kind acts of giving to all residents that 
receive them.  I know in these changing times that God’s 
word will be needed all over the world to givers and in-
struments of love, such as St. Isaac Jogues has been to 
us.  In closing we look forward to your wonderful deeds 
of giving that have helped the Activity Department with 
providing programs with much more ease and fun. 
 
Thank you very much! 
 
Isabel Soto 
Activity Director 

Farewell!  
A Celebration of St. Peter Catholic School ,  

Skokie. St. Peter will close its doors after 147 years at the 
end of this school year.  On Saturday, May 23, 2015 the 

school will be open from 2-5 p.m. to walk thru and  
reminisce.  There will be an Alumni Mass celebrated at  

5 p.m. in the Church with a farewell party following at the 
Skokie Convention Center at 5300 Touhy Ave. Skokie.  

Ticket price is $65.00 per person.  Please contact Richard 
J. Witry at 847-674-4649 or email witry@msn.com 
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN  
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
 
 
 
 
Adults interested in being baptized, received 
into the Catholic Church or completing their 
Catholic Sacraments of Eucharist and  
Confirmation are invited to contact  
Dee Stanton, 847/966-1180 or 
sijre2004@yahoo.com, for more information.  

 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Easter;  
 World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
Tuesday: St. Peter Chanel;  
 St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 
Wednesday: St. Catherine of Siena 
Thursday: St. Pius V 
Friday: St. Joseph the Worker; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Athanasius; First Saturday 

St. Peter Chanel 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — There is no salvation through anyone 
else (Acts 4:8-12). 
Psalm — The stone rejected by the builders has become 
the cornerstone (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — See what love the Father has be-
stowed on us that we may be called the children of God 
(1 John 3:1-2). 
Gospel — The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep (John 10:11-18). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

                  READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 
  Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25: Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27;  
  Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
  or (for the memorial) Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
  Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24; Ps 90:2-4, 12-14,  
  16; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32; 
  1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

St. Isaac Jogues Women's Club is again 
making Mother's Day gift bags for 
the moms at Maternity BVM.    
 
Place your new cosmetic samples,  
nail files or polish, small cosmetic 
bags, perfume samples, small combs 
or brushes, etc. in a donation box in 
the Holy Family Room near the Sacristy. 
 
Collections continue through April 30th.   
Help share the joy of Mother's Day with the 
moms at Maternity BVM. 



Sunday,  April 26, 2015 

 8:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

12:00 p.m. 

Richard Banner 
For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ 
Christine Dombrowski Uba 
P.T. Joseph Idiyalil 
Philip Selker 
Olimpia Pisterzi 
Marcial Azcuna 
Silverio & Francisca Amatong 
Demetra Lazopoulos 

Monday,  April 27, 2015 

8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society 
Patricia Hildebrandt 

Tuesday,  April 28, 2015 
 

8:00 a.m. For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ 

Wednesday,  April 29, 2015 

8:00 a.m. 
 

Janet Grant 

Thursday,   April 30, 2015 

8:00 a.m. Gloria Caputo 

Friday,  May 1, 2015 
 

8:00 a.m. 
 

Helen Polinski 

Saturday,  May 2, 2015 

8:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

Communion Service-No Intentions 
Leslaw Krzesaj 
Michael Cleghorn 
Ray Koz 
 

Sunday,  May 3, 2015 

8:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
 
12:00 p.m. 

Coronacion Castro Nenita 
Zofia & Michael Kolodziej 
Christopher Diez 
For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ 
Helena Zenon Bobrowski 
 

May 2May 2--3, 20153, 2015  
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5:00 p.m. Sabin Thomas 
Kevin Thomas 
Alyssa Fortaleza 

8:00 a.m. Joanne Areno 
Ann Benoy 
Eugene Villarino 

10:00 a.m. Dennis George 
Diann George 
Jonathan Magboo, Jr. 

12:00 p.m. Lawson Mathew 
Matthew Ledesma 
Nathan Ledesma 

Liturgy Next Weekend May 2-3 2015 
 

Confessions 
11:00 a.m.-Noon 

Fr. Pereira 

 5:00 p.m. Fr. Pereira 

 8:00 a.m. Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul 

10:00 a.m. Fr. Pereira 

12:00 p.m. Fr. Kennedy 

First  
Communion,  
2 p.m. 

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul 

Altar Servers 



PASTOR:  Rev. Andrew Luczak 
ASSOCIATE:  Rev. Mario Pereira, S.F.X.         
 

 
 
PASTORAL STAFF: 
 Lori Herbert, Business Manager 
 Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education 
 Lisa Hall, Music Director  
 
 
DEACON COMMUNITY: 
 Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe 
 Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton 
 
     
WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDER: 
 Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M. 
 
 
Eucharistic Celebrations:      
 Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM  
 Monday - Friday:  8:00 AM 
 Saturday: 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM 
 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
 Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six 
months prior to setting the wedding date with an addi-
tional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The 
following wedding times can be scheduled: 
  Friday at 5:00 p.m.; 
  Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.; 
  Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only) 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of 
each month at 1:30 PM.  Baptism Preparation Session 
must be completed before Baptism.  Contact the Parish 
Office as soon as possible for details. 
 
 
Parish Office  Website: http://sij-parish.com 
             E-mail:   office@sij-parish.com 
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . . 967-1060 
 Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator) 
 Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor) 
         
Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   966-1180 
                 
Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 965-6911 
     
Parish School: 
       St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . .  966-3266 
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Pray for…       Pray for…         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JIMMY RANCICH 
BERNARD KENNEDY, SR. 

ALEXIS BARGA 
DELAINE KENNEDY 

MARY ANN CASTAGNA 
AUDREY JANS 

ELAINE ZOURKAS 
KATHLEEN SOCHA 

CATHERINE SCHNOCK 
RICK (GRANDSON OF RALPH 

AND KATHY EGLOFF) 
 

  
   In Memoriam 

 
Frank Martello 

  
Sacristans Sacristans     

 

Frances Martel 

Theresa Noble 



 

  

 

 
 
CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
ST. ISAAC JOGUES  #512032 
8149 Golf Road 
Niles, IL 60714 
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847 967-1060 
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THANK YOU! 
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