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The Mother of God:

“Why doesn’t she laugh?”
“I am the Mother of God, and this is Himself, and He is the boy
you will all be wanting at last.”
- G.K. Chesterton
I always look forward to J.S. Paluch’s fine art, full color bulletin covers. When
I saw today’s Mother’s Day Madonna and Child, I have to admit I was disappointed. “Who painted that?” I grumbled. After Wikipedia and four pages
from the Free Online Database, my question was answered. The artist was
Pierre Mignard (1612-1695). The Madonna and Child was appropriately entitled, La Vierge aux raisins --- The Virgin with grapes. I learned that Pierre
Mignard, a gifted and commercially successful French painter, had been greatly
influenced by his stay in Italy. Because he was clever at imitation and flattery,
he earned the patronage of princes, cardinals and three popes --- Urban VIII,
Innocent X and Alexander VII. He became known as “Le Romain,” the
Roman.

Mignard would attain even greater renown on his triumphal return to France in 1658. He entered a charmed circle --- an
elite that included Molière, Racine and La Fontaine. He was a painter of the highest society. He did ten portraits of
Louis XIV himself and royal wives and mistresses. His style was fashionably reliant on classical knickknacks and overworked draperies. His religious works included an overly ambitious fresco of two hundred colossal figures in Paradise in
the cupola of the Val-de-Grâce chapel. He was rushed. The results were very mediocre! Earlier, in Italy, he produced
many oratory pictures. His Madonnas were popular with the devout, but criticized for their conscious grace and preciosity. His Madonnas were know as mignards. It is to this category that we might carelessly consign The Virgin with
Grapes. We might subtitle this mignard, Bambino Peek-a-booing! All right, it does have the appeal of what real babies
do. It has humor….Jesus is cute.
What saves the painting for me I found in a short essay by G.K. Chesterton.
Chesterton recounts a story he heard in County Donegal. It described an apparition
of the Blessed Mother in the rocky wastes of that scenic part of Ireland. A beautiful
peasant woman carrying a child, when asked her name announces:
“I am the Mother of God, and this is Himself, and He is the boy
you will all be wanting at last.”
When I look at the lovely Madonna and the Peek-a-booing Bambino, it may be
more than cute. It may lead us to question, “Did Jesus do that?” Jesus was divine
and human. Could he not play games, hiding under his mother’s veil? Could he even have had too many grapes?
Mignard’s graceful Madonna does reflect real motherhood. She is patient with what may disturb her composure or
wrinkle her veil. Yes, it recalls Chesterton:
“….this is Himself, and He is the boy you will be wanting at last.”
I have only one, last question about Mignard’s tribute to motherhood--“WHY DOESN’T SHE LAUGH?”
- Fr. Luczak
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ASCENSION
Today we celebrate Christ's ascension into heaven
and his commissioning of the disciples to carry on
his mission in the world. First we hear Luke's
description of those events in the opening verses
of the Acts of the Apostles. Next we hear words of
encouragement and guidance from the Letter to the
Ephesians. Finally we hear Mark's account of the
Ascension, foretelling the mighty words and acts
the Christian community would do in Jesus' name.
Together these scriptures give us a vision of the
mission of the church of Jesus Christ ---- a mission
statement of sorts. Like mission statements in our
parishes and corporations, this mission statement
can help us set priorities and focus our activities. It
can guide and support us as we strive to continue
Christ's messianic mission on earth.

As we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost and the conclusion of the Great Fifty Days, all are
encouraged to pray to the Holy Spirit for blessing upon the Church, our parish and the efforts of all the
baptized to witness to gospel truths. Everyone is asked to pray this novena prayer until we gather to give
praise for the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church next weekend.

Be present, be present, Holy Spirit of comfort and consolation,
and Inspire and guide us into all truth, as Jesus promised.
Be present to us in wind and fire as you were to your friends at Pentecost
and give fresh life to our gospel witness, now and forever. Amen.
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WOMEN’S CENTER
MOTHER’S DAY
FLOWER SALE TODAY
Celebrate the special lady/ladies of
your life with a bouquet of flowers
and support women and their babies
who are aided by the pro-life efforts
of The Women’s Center. Rose,
carnation, and mixed floral bouquets
are on sale in the Holy Family Room
after all Masses today. Your
purchase will help them continue to
provide spiritual and material
services (including ultra sounds to
see their living child in the womb)
to women who are pregnant and
oftentimes have no one or no where
else to turn. Thank you for your
purchase and your prayers!

More donations came in last
weekend for the Mother’s Day
Project for our Sharing Parish. We
had, however, already made up the
bags and brought them to Maternity
BVM Parish. However, we made some
more bags with what we received last
weekend and we brought them to the
Women’s Center on Cicero for them
to distribute to some of the moms
they assist. We also brought them 12
small blankets made by our Prayer
Shawl Ministry. Thanks to all for their
donations, prayers and busy hands!
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RE Families and interested parishioners are invited to our yearend prayer service on Monday at 7:00 p.m. Mrs. Burdi’s First
Grade Class will help lead our prayer. Following the service all
the students will return to their classes for celebrations and to
receive their evaluations. Dismissal will be at the usual time of
8:00 p.m.
Registration for the 2013-2014 Religious Education Program
for Kindergarten through Confirmation Year II begins this
Monday, May 13th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. By
now, families currently in the RE Program should have received a
registration letter and form in the mail. Please register that night
or by June 15. After that date you are still welcome, but there
will be a $25 late fee. New families are welcome to come that
evening and will be asked to fill out a family form and a student
form for each child. You will also need to bring a copy of each
child’s baptismal certificate if they were not baptized here at
St. Isaac Jogues.
Kindergarten classes meet on Sundays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. and
Grs. 1 – Confirmation Year II meet on Mondays, 6:45-8:00
p.m. Families are strongly encouraged to have their children
come each year as no one year suffices in providing what is important for a strong faith foundation. Students preparing for
sacraments must attend for the two immediate years prior to
receiving each sacrament. If families have children with special
needs who have not received their sacraments, we would be
happy to meet with you and discuss options. There is tuition,
book fees and sacrament fees (as applicable). Families with
financial concerns are encouraged to talk with us as no child is
denied religious education because of finances.
All are welcome!

MINISTERS OF CARE MEETING
Ministers of Care will have a dinner meeting on
Thursday, May 30th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Holy Family
Room. Following dinner Pat Kellen is returning to give
the presentation, “Praying in Color”. She says no artistic
talent is needed to come to the talk! RSVP to the RE
Office by Friday, May 24th, 847-966-1180. We look
forward to being with you.
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JUNE 9 CHICAGO-WIDE ECUMENICAL SUNDAY
On Sunday, June 9th, St. Isaac Jogues Parish has the wonderful opportunity
to join with other Catholics and Christians in the Chicago area at
St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Cathedral in Bellwood for the 13th Annual Ecumenical Prayer Service for Christian Unity. Refreshments and conversation will be from 4-5 p.m. followed by the Prayer Service, 5-6 p.m.
Father Luczak and several parishioners went last year and thought it was
a fine afternoon!
It is our plan to provide a bus to St. Thomas if enough people are interested. The Cathedral is located at 5000 St. Charles Road in Bellwood. We
would leave about 2:45 p.m. and return about 7 p.m. A donation of $5
would be asked for the bus (if you are able). Everyone is invited and encouraged to experience this special observance with other followers of our
Lord Jesus Christ! Please sign up in the Holy Family Room any weekend this
month beginning next weekend or call the RE Office, 847/966-1180, by
Tuesday, May 28th.

ECUMENICAL/INTERRELIGIOUS
COMMITTEE WILL MEET ON
TUESDAY, MAY 21 AT 7 PM
AT THE RECTORY.

SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMISSION
The Spiritual Life Commission will
meet this Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the
RE Office. Please note we are starting
earlier because we have several things
to discuss for the upcoming year.
Remember to bring your calendars.
Agendas were mailed out.

PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet
Thursday at 10 a.m. in Rm. 6 of the
school (enter through Holy Family
Room). Please be working on your
shawls as our supply has been
greatly used to gift others!

FEAST OF
OUR
LADY
OF
FATIMA
As you see by the font today,
we are blessed to have a
statue of Our Lady of Fatima,
on loan to us by a friend of
Fr. Luczak. Monday is the Feast
of Our Lady of Fatima. During the 8 a.m. Mass, we will
pray the Litany of Our Lady of Fatima and sing the song
in her honor under that title. After the 8 a.m. Mass,
everyone is invited to the Holy Family Room for a little
coffee and to watch a presentation by Fr. Andrew
Apostoli, C.F.R., that he gave at a conference in April,
on “Our Lady’s Message at Fatima.” Fr. Apostoli is the
co-founder of the Franciscan Friars of The Renewal and
a regular host on EWTN. He is the Vice-Postulator for the
cause of canonization of Archbishop Fulton Sheen. He
is active in preaching retreats, teaching, spiritual direction and writing books. Fr. Apostoli is a world expert on
the Virgin Mary’s 1917 appearances in Portugal. All are
welcome!
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KNOW THE MASS,
ONE WORD AT A TIME
At his Ascension, Jesus said to his apostles and he
says to us, “You are witnesses.”
How does my sharing his death and resurrection in
the Mass encourage and strengthen me to share him
with others?

Mother’s Day
Collection
Protecting and helping others by
donating to Catholic Charities is an
impressive part of the Mother’s Day
celebration at this parish. Thank you.
Contributions can still be made online at
www.catholiccharities.net/donate
or mailed to
721 N. LaSalle St.
Chicago, IL 60654

Word of Life
Jesus didn’t come to bring death, but rather, the
death of hatred, the death of fighting, the death of
calumny, that is, killing with the tongue. Jesus did
not come to bring death, the death that He
suffered for defending life. Jesus came to bring life
and to bring abundant life, and he sends us out,
carrying that life, but he tells us: “Care for it!”
Because there are people who … aren’t involved in
the Gospel: [who are part of] the culture of death.
… life interests them insofar as it is useful, insofar
as it has some kind of utility and if not, it doesn’t
interest them. And throughout the world, this
weed has been planted, of the culture of death.
~ Most Rev. Jorge Bergoglio, former Cardinal
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, now Pope Francis,
homily at Mass on August 31, 2005

Several times in the Mass, the priest
addresses us or talks to God about us in a
way that reminds us that we are not there
individually or alone but rather together
and even bonded in a special way.
“Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves….” “Pray, brothers and sisters, that my
sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty
Father.” “Listen graciously to the prayer of this family, whom
you have summoned before you….”
We are at Sunday Mass, and we are not alone. And we are not
just there, as if we had happened to board the same bus
together. We are gathered as God’s family and the Body of
Christ. We come not just for our own personal spiritual
benefit, as important as that might be, but because we support
each other on the journey to God. And we must support each
other because we do belong to the same family.

A THOUGHT FOR THE
ASCENSION OF THE LORD…

I will give you the crown of life…
“Another distinctive custom, this one in the
East, was the practice of placing garlands of
flowers on the heads of the newly baptized.
Probably borrowed from secular life, it was
widespread already in the fourth century, so
its origin was probably much earlier. In
secular life, garlanding was a sign of victory,
triumph and joy (e.g., winning sports events
in the arena, etc.). The same idea was
transferred to the spiritual realm where the
garland signified the heavenly crown of glory
and incorruptibility, the crown of invincible
faith, of strength and of justice, imparted
through baptism.”
--Casimir Kucharek
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will be witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11).
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47).
Second Reading — God seated Jesus at his right hand in the heavens (Ephesians 1:17-23) or Hebrews 9:24-28;
10:19-23.
Gospel — As Jesus blessed his disciples he parted from them and was taken up to heaven (Luke 24:46-53).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Treasures from Our Tradition
The mystery of the Ascension has to do with holding in tension a
sense of God’s nearness, along with the burden caused by apparent signs of absence. The risen Jesus says to Mary Magdalene,
“Do not cling to me,” perhaps pointing out to her that his physical
presence to the disciples was time-bound and temporary. It was a
gift for their transformation, and after forty days, he vanished from
their sight and hearing, though never out of their consciousness.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

The Ascension of the Lord;
Mother’s Day
Monday:
Our Lady of Fatima
Tuesday:
St. Matthias
Wednesday: St. Isidore; Shavuot
(Jewish observance)
Saturday:
St. John I; Armed Forces Day;
Vigil of Pentecost

They do not mourn at his going this time: there is no trace of the
disciples who hid in fear at his crucifixion, no sense of the women
who wept softly as they carried ointments to the tomb through the
dewy morning light. Instead, the scriptural accounts show them full
of joy, comforted by his promise to be with them forever, and open
to the Spirit’s power. They are joyful, energized, aware, and united
with one another in love. They seem to grasp an awareness that if
the mission to the whole world was a serious one, then the presence of the Risen Christ could not be pinned down to any one place
or time, but had to be always and everywhere completely available.
All peoples, all times, all cultures were opened to receive him in this
moment of the Ascension. The energy of this feast is drawn not
from absence, but renewed and deeper presence.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;
Jn 16:29-33
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17
Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;
Jn 17:11b-19
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Jn 17:20-26
Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;
Jn 21:15-19
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7; Jn 21:20-25
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or
Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35,27-30;
Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11;
Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or
Rom 8:8-17; Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26
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DON’T FORGET THE FOLLOWING…
Most Thursdays
Holy Hour & Benediction, 7 p.m.
Most Fridays
Patriotic Rosary, 7 p.m.
May 27
Memorial Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.
June 2
Corpus Christi Procession
following Noon Mass
June 23
Encore performance of
“The Song of Mark” by St. Isaac Jogues Music
Ministry under the direction of Lisa Hall, 3 p.m.
July 14
“An Afternoon at the Movies”, the Buddy V
Concert given by his friends, some of
Chicago’s premier performers, as a gift to
St. Isaac Jogues Parish in memory of
parishioner Buddy Charles Gries. 3 p.m.
Tickets will remain at $20 and all
proceeds will benefit the parish.

We are extending our Altar Flower
arrangements from the weekend of
May 26 through November 28, 2013.
Parishioners are invited to decorate the
altar with flowers in honor or memory
of a loved one. There can be two
arrangements each week. Your name and
intention will be listed in the Bulletin.
The cost of a flower
arrangement is $50.00.
Dates fill up quickly, so please book
well in advance. Please call the Rectory
at 847-967-1060 to arrange the date to
make your remembrance special!

The St. Isaac Jogues Men’s Club Annual Installation Dinner
will be held Thursday, May 16th at the Des Plaines Elks Club,
495 Lee Street in Des Plaines. Cocktails and Hors D’oeuvres will
be served at 6:30 p.m. with open bar until 7:30 p.m.
Dinner will be served at 7:30 with choice of Prime Rib or
Orange Roughy. After dinner, the installation of the incoming
officers for the years 2013-14 will be installed by Fr. Luczak.
The Man of the Year award will then be presented by
Jim Hilliard. After the ceremony there will be a two-hour open bar.
The cost of this great evening is $40. All men of the parish are
invited to attend. Reservations can be made by calling
Bob Klein at 847-966-6744 or any of the Men’s Club Call Captains.
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PENTACOST

MAY 19TH - 7pm
Mary Seat of Wisdom
920 Granville. Park Ridge IL

ALL H.S. SENIORS
AND YOUNG ADULTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR

A SPECIAL YOUNG ADULT MINISTERED MASS
WELCOMING ALL 2013 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES INTOYOUNG ADULT MINISTRY!!

Semi-Retired? Retired?
Eager to “give
something back?”
The Ignatian Volunteer Corps may be
for You! Members of this Jesuit service
program volunteer in poor and marginalized communities 2 days per week
(Sept-June), grow deeper in their
Christian faith by reflecting and praying
in the Jesuit Catholic tradition, and meet
monthly with other IVC members and a
spiritual reflector. IVC members serve as
tutors, employment counselors, food
pantry volunteers, elderly companions,
hospital chaplains and more! Detailed
information is online at www.ivcusa.org
(click on ‘Chicago’). To inquire, please
contact Jackie Fitzgerald at
312-961-6206 or jfitzgerald@ivcusa.org.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus promised his
disciples that they would be clothed in
power from God. As a follower of Jesus,
you are also given that same promise. If
you think God is calling you to consider a
vocation to the priesthood, contact Fr.
Brian Welter, bwelter@archchicago.org or
at 312-534-8298, or go to
www.ChicagoPriest.com. For info
on religious life contact Sr. Elyse Ramirez,
OP at 312-534-5240 or
eramirez@archchicago.org, and for the
Permanent Diaconate program contact
Deacon Bob Puhala at
847-837-4562
bpuhala@usml.edu

The Women’s Center

During the month of May we honor our heavenly mother and our
earthly mothers. At the Women’s Center we rejoice that since last
Mother’s Day, with the assistance of our counseling, spiritual, and
material help, we enabled over 1,000 mothers to bring their babies
into the world. They send us beautiful “thank you” letters. We thank
you for your help.
We need volunteer sonographers who are already certified or nurses
trained in limited ultrasound. For information call Kathleen at
708-425-0707. Volunteers are also needed to help with sorting donations and assisting clients in our Chicago Family Resource Room on
Saturdays from noon until 3:00 pm. To help, email jkeenan@
womens-center.org or call Jackie at 773-794-8807.
Use www.goodsearch.com instead of google for your internet searches and earn pro-life money for The Women’s Center. Choose charity
name: Women’s Center - Greater Chicagoland. Thank you.
We are happy to pass on your used baby equipment to mothers who
cannot afford to buy it. Our need is great because we have two distribution centers. We have a waiting list for 5 high chairs, 6 strollers, 2
double strollers, 8 infant car seats, 3 bassinets, 5 baby swings, 6
bouncers, 7 pack n plays, 3 fixed side cribs, 6 crib mattresses and 3
toddler beds. A donation receipt for tax purposes is available. It will
be a great help if you can deliver these to us. For our address, or if a
pick-up by volunteers is needed, please call 773-794-1313. Baby formula and diapers in sizes 1 and 5 are needed. We also need older children’s clothing, especially for boys, sizes 7 to 12. These must be delivered to us unless accompanied by baby furniture. The families who
receive these things are grateful for your generosity.
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Sunday, May 12

Liturgy Next Weekend

7:30 a.m.

May 18-19

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

RICHARD M. ARENDT
CONSUELO SITJAR &
SALLY FRAULINI
IRENE VIRGINIA &
FRANK JOSEPH TOMCZAK
For the Living and Deceased
Members of St. Isaac Jogues
PATRICIA HILDEBRANDT

Monday, May 13
8:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

FR. JANAS/DEACON ROD

7:30 a.m.

FR. MCGLYNN/DEACON PAUL

9:00 a.m.

FR. LUCZAK/DEACON PAUL

10:30 a.m.

FR. KENNEDY/DEACON PAUL

12:00 p.m.

FR. KALAS/DEACON PAUL

Purgatorial Society
ROBERT FLOOD

Altar Servers

Tuesday, May 14
8:00 a.m.

JAMES RUTTER

Wednesday, May 15
8:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

ELIZABETH STANTON
RENE DUMAYAS
JOANNE ARENO
ELIZABETH MORANO

7:30 a.m.

VIJAY THOMAS
MARCO LAMBO
THOMAS STRIBLEN
JONATHAN MAGBOO, JR.

9:00 a.m.

SABIN THOMAS
KEVIN THOMAS
ANNA KOZIOL
KHAYLA SANTIAGO

10:30 a.m.

JEFFERY KURIAN
DENNIS GEORGE
MARK MANGURALI
DIANN GEORGE

12:00 p.m.

ALEXANDRA WAIS
CHRISTOPHER WAIS
ALFONSO HANSON
JULIE HANSON

CHARLES SCHMIDT

Thursday, May 16
8:00 a.m.

ROBERT FLOOD

Friday, May 17
8:00 a.m.

LAVERNE DUNN

Saturday, May 18
8:00 a.m.

Communion ServiceNo Intentions
For the Living and Deceased
Members of St. Isaac Jogues
TERRY DYJA

5:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 19
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

CAROL & DON WELLBANK
MARY J. LEEMPUTTE
MICHAEL GUTSELL
& WILMA SOUPIANOS
GENOWEFA
& JERZY HARTAJEZUK

Reconciliation
FR. LUCZAK

Celebrant
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Pray for…

May 12, 2013

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
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Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)
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E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
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