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“QUO VADIS, DOMINE?”

A Reflection on the Roman Martyrs

On June 29, the Church celebrates the Feast of Saints
Peter and Paul. On the following day (June 30) it honors the First Martyrs of Rome. It is a large “canvas” on
which to present the heroic witness of the Early Church.
When I was a young child, our family library included an
old, but colorfully illustrated “Book of the Saints”. It had
belonged to my great-grandmother. Even though the
book was in Polish, I was fascinated by the pictures. I
suppose instruments of torture and the painful deaths
depicted were part of that fascination!
When I was eight years old, my family and I saw the
MGM Technicolor epic, Quo Vadis. Based on the 1895
novel by Henryk Sienkiewicz, the film was a spectacle
that both entertained and inspired. If you have seen
Quo Vadis you will never forget Peter Ustinov’s high
“camp” portrayal of mad emperor Nero, who considered
arson a fine art. He burns Rome, and to escape the
fury of the rioting populace, blames the Christians.
While Quo Vadis is a love story about Vinicius, a Roman patrician, and Lygia, a captive foreign princess, it
is much more a chronicle of the first great persecution
of Christianity. Important to the story are Saints Peter
and Paul. Sienkiewicz’s account is historically solid and
reverent. The increasing perils of being a Christian, at
a crucial point in the story, lead Peter to leave Rome to
preserve his life. The incident in the novel and the film
is based on a legend. As Peter and a young follower
travel the Via Appia Antica, the apostle has a radiant
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vision of Jesus going, in the opposite direction, to Rome.
Peter asks “QUO VADIS, DOMINE?” (“Where are you going, Lord?”) Jesus responds: “I am going to Rome to be crucified anew!” With that, Peter turns around. Returning to
Rome, he is condemned and sentenced to crucifixion. Peter
protests he is unworthy to die as the Master died, and so the
executioners crucify him upside down.
Quo Vadis rather graphically describes the faithful deaths of
the early martyrs of Rome. They go to the arena to be fed to
wild beasts or to the gardens of Nero to be crucified, then set
ablaze. They forgive their enemies and sing hymns on their
way to their deaths. At one point, Nero asks “Why are they
still singing?” The torments of the first martyrs are corroborated in an account from Roman historian, Tacitus:
The courageous example of Saints Peter and Paul and the
“Mockery of every sort
accompanied their deaths.
Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn
part by dogs and perished, or were nailed to
crosses, or were doomed to the flames and
burnt, to serve as nightly illumination when
daylight expired.”

First Martyrs of Rome has impressed us for almost 2,000
years. But the “Age of Martyrs” continues today. The senseless, inhumane slaughter of Christian men, women, and children by the fanatics is martyrdom. But the “Blood of Martyrs”
remains the seed of our Christian harvest of Faith. In our
turbulent, confused world, the old “madness” of persecution
wears new masks, but it unleashes the same evil upon the
world!
The witness of ancient and modern martyrs reminds us of
that vision of Peter on Via Appia Antica. When the faithful
are persecuted, Christ is mocked and scourged. In those
who die for their faith, Christ is crucified anew!
Almost thirty years ago I actually visited the chapel on Appian Way called “Quo Vadis?” There, imbedded in the stone
floor, are footprints. The tour guides will tell you: “These are
the footprints of Christ!” They may or may not be, but they
are a vivid sign of how near Christ is to all who suffer for the
faith.
-Fr. Luczak
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DVD MID-SUMMER RETREAT
Come away for a while to be inspired and
renewed! The Spiritual Life Commission
invites you to a three-session DVD
retreat, “Untold Blessing: Three Paths
to Holiness,” with Fr. Bob Barron.
Sessions will be offered
Tuesday evenings, July 14, 21 and 28,
7-8:30 p.m., and on Wednesday
mornings, July 15, 22, and 29, after
the 8 a.m. Mass to about 10:15 a.m.
All sessions will be in the Holy Family
Room and light refreshments will be
provided. The session titles are Finding the

Center, Knowing You Are a Sinner, and
Your Life Is Not About You. There will be

two talks each session along with prayer
and time for discussion. All are welcome to
any or all of the retreat experience! Free
will offerings appreciated!
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THIS WEEK’S
FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM PRAYER
O God our Creator, from your provident hand we have received our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us the right and
the duty to worship you, the only true God, and your Son,
Jesus Christ. Through the power and working of your Holy
Spirit, you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the
world, bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel to
every corner of society.
We ask you to bless us in our vigilance for the gift of
religious liberty. Give us the strength of mind and heart to
readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened; give
us courage in making our voices heard on behalf of the rights
of your Church and freedom of conscience of
all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united voice to
all your sons and daughters gathered in your Church in this
decisive hour in the history of our nation, so that, with every
trial withstood and every danger overcome – for the sake of
our children, our grandchildren, and all who come after us –
this great land will always be “one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2012

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM
The “Fortnight for Freedom”, moves into its second week of prayer, education and action in support of religious freedom initiated by the Catholic Bishops of the United States. This fortnight stems from their statement titled Our First, Most Cherished Liberty issued in 2012 which outlined concerns over threats to religious freedom
both at home and abroad. Our parish is observing the fortnight with a variety of activities. If you haven’t participated in an event yet, we welcome you to do so this week:
Daily: Pray the Prayer for Religious Liberty. Keep up with the news!
June 29: Coffee and Discussion at 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on articles –“Continuing the Search for Religious Liberty: The Contribution of Dignitatis Humanae” (regarding the 50th Anniversary of Vatican II’s Declaration on Religious Liberty) and “Religious Liberty and the Practice of Charity”. Both articles are available at the doors of the
church today to read in preparation.
July 1: Movie – Jerzy Popieluszko: Messenger of the Truth, 7 p.m., HFR. Documentary narrated by Martin Sheen
about Polish martyr and 20th century hero, Blessed Jerzy Popieluszko, chaplain of the Solidarity movement in Poland, who was murdered in 1984 at the age of 37 by the Communists for speaking the truth about human dignity and
rights. His strong faith, love and courage mobilizes the nation to stand united against the Communist regim in Poland.
July 2: Fortnight for Freedom Holy Hour, 7 p.m., church.
July 3: First Friday devotions for the healing and guidance of our nation, 6-9 p.m., church
July 4: Patriotic Rosary at 8 a.m. followed by Independence Day Mass at 9 a.m.
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MUSIC OF THE
ROARING 20’S…
is the theme of this year’s
parish benefit concert in
memory of legendary piano
man and parishioner Buddy
Charles (Gries). Plan now to
come to the Holy Family Room
with family and friends on
th
Sunday, July 19 , beginning at 3 p.m. Tickets are
only $20 per person to enjoy some of Chicagoland’s
top cabaret performers as they wow us with great
music, singing, and a few stories on top of that! It’s airconditioned, beverages will be available for $1-$2 and
parking is free (which wouldn’t happen if you went to
the city to see them)!
Your support of the concert with your ticket purchase is
support of our parish! Tickets will be available in the
Rectory or RE Office mid-week, in the Holy Family
Room the weekend of July 11-12, and at the doors
when they open at 2 p.m. the day of the show. Many
friends of Buddy are returning for this 7th annual tribute
-- again to benefit St. Isaac Jogues
Parish. We are deeply grateful for
the
continued generosity of the
performers through the gifts of
their presence, time, talent,
energy, and spirit:
Audrey Morris, Bob Solone,
Anne Burnell, Mark Burnell,
Joel Barry, Paul Marinaro, Jeanne Scherkenbach,
Steve Heliotes, and Scott Urban. We will also
welcome back a couple of our local favorites –
Pat Gries (Mrs. Buddy Charles Gries)
and Father Luczak!

Registration for the 2015-2016 RE Program for
Kindergarten – Confirmation Yr. II (Gr. 8 & older)
continues and we look forward to welcoming
your family back or for a first time!
Kindergarten RE is on Sundays, 10-11 a.m., and will
begin after Labor Day. All other grades meet on
Mondays, 6:45-8:00 p.m. and begin at the end of
August. Register now please so we have enough
catechists, assistants, and materials ready to
make it a good year of faith development for your
children and your families!
For new families there is a family form, a form
for each child and a permission regarding medical
attention and photos to sign. We also need a copy
of each child’s baptismal certificate if they were
not baptized here at St. Isaac Jogues Parish.
Families with children who are older and have
not celebrated First Reconciliation or First
Communion or who have children with special
needs are encouraged to call Dolores Stanton,
847/966-1180, to discuss how we can help them in
their education and formation in the faith and
preparation for sacraments. All are welcome! If
you have a financial concern, please talk to us
about it. No one is denied religious education
due to financial difficulties. Please take care of
this important matter now!

Altar Flowers
NEW PARISH OFFICE
HOURS EFFECTIVE 7/1/15
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday 9AM - 5 PM
Sunday 9AM - NOON

“In Memory of
Mario Allegretti”
-From Maria
Allegretti and Family
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Save The Date :

ALTAR FLOWERS
CAN BE
A BEAUTIFUL
TRIBUTE

Friday, July 17, 2015
6:30 p.m. to midnight
FilAm Organization of
St. Isaac Jogues
Presents:

“Summer Night Breeze
Dinner Dance”
Parishioners are invited to decorate the altar
with flowers in honor or memory of a loved one.
There can be two arrangements each week.
Your name and intention is listed in the Bulletin. The cost of a flower arrangement is $50.
Altar flowers will be available from now until
November 22, 2015. Dates fill up quickly, so
please book in advance by calling the rectory
at 847-967-1060.
ST. ISAAC JOGUES
FRIDAY NIGHT
AT THE MOVIES
Our July movie will be on Friday, July 10th at 7 p.m.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. This month’s feature will be
McFarland USA starring Kevin Costner. A box-office hit
just a couple months ago, this perfect feel-good movie for
the good-old Summertime, with a celebratory 4th of July
feeling to it as well, McFarland USA is about a coach and
teacher who has been moved around for different incidents
in his career. He finally comes to one of the poorest cities
in America – McFarland, California. There he discovers
buried potential among several high-school boys and
slowly turns them into championship runners and brings
them closer than he could ever imagine. So c’mon and
enjoy a great free movie with free popcorn and beverages,
too. Bring your friends. All are welcome!
ATTENTION: The August movie night will be on
Friday, August 28th because of schedules. See you then!

Family Style Dinner tickets
are $35.00 per person. No tickets available at
the door please see a member of the
FilAm Organization to purchase tickets.
Raffle tickets are available at 3 for $10 or
$5.00 each with the following
wonderful prizes: One First Prize
Winner receives $300, Two Second Prize
winners receive $100 each, and Two Third Prize
winners receive $50.00 each.
Net proceeds benefit the parish.
For more information please contact:
Lorna Alba at 847-708-2944
or Jelly Carandang at 847-679-7058

Join us in lifting up our country
in prayer to Almighty God.
Come and pray the Patriotic
Rosary with us on the third
Friday of the month in
Church 7:00-8:00 p.m.
on the following dates:
July 17th, August 21st,
September 18th, October 16th
and November 20th
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
The premier poet of the English language, Geoffrey
Chaucer, introduced one of his most beloved characters,
the “Wife of Bath,” by this telling remark: “Husbands at
church door she had five.” Four times widowed, she was
setting off on a pilgrimage, notably without number five.
The church door is a curious detail, pointing to the fourteenth-century wedding custom of marrying on the porch
of the parish church. The goal was to give maximum
publicity to the consent of the groom and bride, and so
consent was moved from the bride’s home to a public
venue. The priest would stand in the doorway and begin
by sprinkling the couple with holy water. He needed to
make sure they weren’t too closely related and give them
some instruction. He would direct the groom to pay the
bride’s family a dowry, and then announce the monetary
amounts to the interested passersby. Only then would the
guests enter the church for the wedding Mass, during
which the bride and groom would hold lighted candles.
The gradual move from home to church and the shift
from the bride’s father to the priest’s authority helped to
protect the freedom of brides who weren’t quite as
confident as the Wife of Bath.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

It is our trust and faith in God that allows him to
heal us and gives us peace. Is God in charge
of your marriage? Deepen your communication, rekindle your romance and renew your
sacrament by attending the next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter weekend on August 7-9,
2015 or October 16-18, 2015 or December 1113, 2015, all at Elk Grove Village, IL. Early
registration is highly recommended. For reservations/information, call Jim & Kris at 630-5770778 or contact us through http://wwmechicagoland.org .

St. Isaac Jogues extends a
sincere thank you to
Rogers Park Florist for the lovely altar
arrangements they donated the weekend
of June 13-14
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SAINTS AND SPECIAL
OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ss. Peter and Paul
The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman
Church
Wednesday: Blessed Junípero Serra; Canada Day
Friday:
St. Thomas; First Friday
Saturday: Independence Day; First Saturday;
Blessed Virgin Mary

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — God did not make death, nor does God
rejoice in the destruction of the living (Wisdom 1:13-15;
2:23-24).
Psalm — I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued
me (Psalm 30).
Second Reading — Your abundance should supply the
needs of the others (2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15).
Gospel — Your faith has saved you (Mark 5:21-43
[21-24, 35b-43]).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-5; Gal 1:11-20;
Jn 21:15-19
Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9;
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday:
Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-12; Mt 8:23-27
Wednesday: Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-13;
Mt 8:28-34
Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8
Friday:
Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc-2; Jn 20:24-29
Saturday: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-6; Mt 9:14-17;
or, for Independence Day, any readings
from the Mass “For the Country or a City,”
nos. 882-886, or “For Peace and Justice,”
nos. 887-891
Sunday:
Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123:1-4; 2 Cor 12:7-10;
Mk 6:1-6a

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS
Have you been thinking about being
baptized, received into the Catholic
Church or completing your Catholic
Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation? If so, there is a process of prayer,
study and more that will help you prepare for a new or deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ and the Catholic
Church. Contact Dee Stanton, 847/9661180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com, for more
information. If you are seeking information about only the Sacrament of
Confirmation for adults, please use
the same contact information above.
Thanks!

LET US PRAY…O God, bless our troops, first responders and all who serve and
protect our country and local communities, as well as the families and friends who love them. Amen.
First Responder
United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
Illinois National Guard

Greg Zalewski
Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter
Brian Caplin, Gale Renner
Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes
William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly, David Perez
Christopher Dexter, Nathaniel Janzen

If you have a family member or friend you would like to add to our prayer list, either because they serve in the
military or first responder (police, firefighter, paramedic/EMT), please contact the RE Office at 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com.
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YOU’RE INVITED !
We’re having a Parish Community Picnic on
Sunday, August 2, 1-4 p.m., in the field by Rectory.
There will be food, games, music, face painting,
laughter, friends new and old! All are welcome!
Invite your families, friends, former parishioners,
and neighbors!

COME HELP US PLAN THE
PARISH PICNIC!
The next Parish Community Picnic Meeting is
Wednesday, July 8th, at 7 p.m. in the Holy
Family Room. If you would like to help with the
planning, please come. If you think you want to
help out for an hour or so the day of the
picnic, sign up sheets will be out beginning the
weekend of July 11-12 in the
Holy Family Room.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
The St. Vincent de Paul
Food Pantry needs your help
re-stocking our shelves with canned:
• vegetables
• fruit
• soup
Drop your donations in the basket by the Holy
Family Room or at the front
entrance.
Thank you for your help!
St. Vincent de Paul Ministry

DONATE GIFT CARDS TO
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
MINISTRY
Do you have a gift card that is lying dormant, just sitting
in your drawer? Maybe it’s for a store you don’t patronize. Maybe you really don’t need another gift. Why not
consider donating this gift card to your St. Vincent de
Paul Ministry? If you donate your gift card, you will be
supporting the work we do in helping the needy of our
community.
According to research, over $100 billion in gift cards
were purchased in the US in a one year period; yet
over 20% of those gift cards will go unredeemed or unused.
We can use your donated gift cards to buy warm socks or
gloves for a homeless person. We can purchase diapers
for a needy family or formula for an infant. We can provide hygiene products like soap and shampoo to people
who might not otherwise be able to afford these basic
essentials. We can buy bed sheets and pillows for a family who has just moved into our area.
To donate, please place your gift cards in an envelope,
marked “St. Vincent de Paul Ministry” and place the
envelope in the collection plate on Sunday.
Thank you for your kind assistance.
Your St. Vincent de Paul Ministry
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8:00 a.m.

Richard & Tom Banner
Dr. Roger Failma

10:00 a.m.

For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ

12:00 p.m.

Pat Brezinski
Ania Markowicz

Monday, June 29, 2015
9:00 a.m.
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Purgatorial Society

Liturgy Next Weekend
July 4-5, 2015
Saturday, July 4,
Independence
Day Mass9:00 a.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

Confessions

Fr. Luczak

11:00 a.m.-Noon

5:00 p.m.

Fr. Pereira

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Pereira

10:00 a.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

12:00 p.m.

Fr. Kennedy

Tuesday, June 30, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Patricia Hildebrandt

Wednesday, July 1, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Terry Dyja
Thomas Banner

Thursday, July 2, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Maria Allegretti & Carmela Allegretti

July 4-5, 2015

Friday, July 3, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Helen Polinski

Saturday, July 4, 2015
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m.

Trisha Bonto
Matthew Bonto
Nelson Perumpel

8:00 a.m.

Alexis Janik
Sabin Thomas
Kevin Thomas

10:00 a.m.

Steve Livingston
Matthew Magno
Mark Magno

12:00 p.m.

Jane Escarez
Lawrence Escarez
Rene Dumayas

Mark Maskos
Mary Jane Polinski

Sunday, July 5, 2015
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

Mary Ellen McNicholas & Family
Mary Klopak
Michael E. Stachura & Michael J. Stachara
Virginia Whittaker
Gloria Caputo
Pat Zygmunt
Stanislawa Rutkowska
For The Living & Deceased Members of SIJ
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PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak
ASSOCIATE: Rev. Mario Pereira, S.F.X.

PASTORAL STAFF:
Lori Herbert, Business Manager
Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Lisa Hall, Music Director
DEACON COMMUNITY:
Deacon & Mrs. Robert C. O’Keefe
Deacon & Mrs. Paul M. Stanton
WEEKEND LITURGY PRESIDER:
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Eucharistic Celebrations:
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: - 5:00 PM
8:00 AM Communion Service
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.

In Memoriam
Cornelio Virtusio
Rose M. Schmaus

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for six
months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:
Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)
Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday of
each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.
Parish Office Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714. . . . . . .
967-1060
Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator)
Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor)
Religious Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

966-1180

Ministry Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

965-6911

Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School. . . . . . . . .

966-3266

Pray
for…

JIMMY RANCICH
BERNARD KENNEDY, SR.
ALEXIS BARGA
DELAINE KENNEDY
MARY ANN CASTAGNA
CATHERINE SCHNOCK
JOHN BROD
FR. BOB HEINZ

Sacristans
Frances Martel
Theresa Noble

MARGE VASILE
RICK (GRANDSON OF RALPH AND
KATHY EGLOFF)
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