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SANTA MARIA LAURETANA

Venerable Festival Now in Niles!

September 6, 2015

the Feast of the Birthday of the Blessed Virgin
(September 8).
The festival procession is elaborate like those in
Southern Italy and Spain.
The image of Our Lady is placed on a portable
shrine called “vera.” The shrine is ornate and
weighs several tons. It is carried on the shoulders
of sixty people. The procession stops several times.
At one of the “stations” there is a ritual called the
volata or “Flight of Angels.” At the volata, two
young girls, dressed as angels, are hoisted aloft on
pulleys. They “hover” briefly above the vera to

I was delighted when the Niles Park Board commissioners approved that the 114 year tradition of celebrating the Feast of Santa Maria Lauretana be
moved to Niles. I could almost hear Sophia of “The
Golden Girls” say:

“Picture it,
Sicily . . . in Niles!”
I am no stranger to
the Festa. It is
something of a local
legend. Whenever I
meet people whose
roots are in Sicily, I
ask, “Where in
Sicily?” I cannot tell
you how many have answered, “A little town near
Palermo.” More often than not, they will identify
that town as Altavilla Milicia.”
Altavilla Milicia is important. It is the source of the
devotion and festival in honor of Santa Maria Lauretana. Going back to the early 17th Century, accounts tell of a beautiful painting of Our Lady of
Loreto (Lauretana) washed up on the eastern coast
of Sicily. The painting had a “miraculous” aura.
The citizens of two villages claimed the image.
Placing it on a horse-drawn cart, they agreed that
wherever the horse stopped, there the shrine would
be built. Altavilla Milicia won!
The image of Santa Maria Lauretana has been
greatly revered in Sicily and by those who migrated
to America. A Festival is celebrated yearly close to

sing hymns and scatter flower petals. Then the
procession moves on to an area where Mass is celebrated. In its 114 year history, the Chicago festival
has moved several times. Its original site was in
the Italian-Sicilian neighborhood near Oak and Larrabee streets. Later, Berwyn was chosen. Now
Niles will be honored with this rich religious and
ethnic celebration.
The Procession on Sunday (Sept. 6) will be at 9
a.m. and 3 p.m. A Mass is planned at Golf Mill
Park. Church Street between Greenwood and Cumberland will be closed for the festival. Carnival rides
will be in the Golf Mill parking lot. Fireworks displays are also scheduled and delicious Italian street
food!

“Picture it, Sicily . . . in Niles!”
The Festa will be hard to miss. It begins Sept. 4
and concludes Sept. 7. It’s practically in our back
yard!
-Fr. Luczak
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LABOR DAY ROSARY AND MASS
The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed at 8 a.m. Monday
followed by the Labor Day Mass at 9 a.m. Please note
this is the only Mass for the day.

God Bless the Music Makers
Choir rehearsals are starting up again.
If you are interested in singing with
some great groups, come and join the
music ministry.
The SIJ Choir rehearses every Wednesday from 7:15-9:00 pm in the choir loft.
As always, we look forward to sharing
music, laughs and worship together this
year. Our repertoire covers all genres of music. The SIJ
Choir sings at the 8:00am Mass every Sunday. Come join
us! Rehearsals start on September 9.
High school, college, and young adult singers, come join
our Praise Singers. We meet on Wednesdays from 6:007:15 pm in the choir loft and sing at the 10:00am Mass every week. Our repertoire is contemporary and our songs are
often intricate, but fun. We’ll be singing some
Pentatonix arrangements this year. Rehearsals start on
September 9.
The music ministry invites students, grades 4-8, to sing in
the youth choir. This group rehearses on Mondays from
5:30-6:40pm in the choir loft. Students in the R.E. program
are dismissed directly to their classes. We sing the 12:00
pm Mass once a month, as well as singing for Holy Days,
the Christmas concert, and First Eucharist. Rehearsals begin
Sept. 14. Come one, come all.
Ringers, let the ringing begin! Anyone interested in joining the bell
choir should come on out and try
this ministry. It helps if you play
the piano or read notes. The bells
will meet on select Tuesdays from
7:00-8:30 pm in the choir loft. We meet for rehearsals before every event we play. Once you put on your gloves,
hold your bells, and ring with the group, you’ll be hooked.
If you are interested, leave your name at the
rectory and we’ll get right back to you.
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Gratitude is the memory of the heart. I was
overjoyed by the care and concern that I
received from you on the occasion of my 25th
Silver Jubilee of the Priestly Ordination held on
Sunday, August 30, 2015. With a heart full of
thanks to God for the gift of life and for the
call to the priesthood, I would like to express
my sincere thanks to my Pastor, Fr. Andrew
Luczak, Dee Stanton, the staff, Lisa Hall and the
Choir members and you my parishioners who
contributed freely to make this event a memorable one for me. It was like being at home.
Life is so much easier and more beautiful in an
atmosphere of love, respect, care and concern.
May God bless you hundredfold.
Fr. Mario Pereira

TASTE OF ST. ISAAC JOGUES
St. Isaac Jogues Feast Day weekend is October 17-18 beginning
with the Solemn Feast Day Mass on
Saturday at 5 p.m. Following the
Mass we will have the Taste of St.
Isaac Jogues with foods representing
at least ten countries – Unites States,
Poland, Philippines, Palestine, Nigeria, Mexico, Italy,
Ireland, India, and Germany. But the world has more
countries and foods, so we invite others who might
want to participate to consider doing so! What does
this involve? It involves providing, preparing, and
serving two types of food (100 small portions of each)
and cleaning up your table area when the party moves
upstairs for music and dancing to Patty and the Melts!
To discuss more of the details of what being part of
the Taste of SIJ entails, please contact Dee Stanton at
the RE Office, 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com this week. There will be an
organizational meeting on Monday, September
14th, at 8 p.m., in Rm. 26 of the school for all food
providers. We look forward to having you be part of
the fun!
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Did you notice?
There is a diﬀerent
tabernacle behind the
altar. It is a temporary
replacement. Our normal tabernacle is being
refinished through the
generosity of a parish
family who wishes to
remain anonymous.
The work will take approximately 4-6 weeks.
We hope that we will have the refinished
tabernacle for our Feast Day Celebration in
October.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
-Spiritual Life Commission,
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7 p.m., RE Office
-SPRED Team,
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m.
-John 17 Fellowship,
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7 p.m., Messiah Lutheran Church
-Parish Life Commission w/
Taste of SIJ Food
Providers,
Monday, Sept. 14, 8 p.m., Rm. 26
-Ministry of Care,
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m., Holy Family Room

-RE Classes for Grs. 1-Confirmaiton Year II will not
meet on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 7. We
look forward to seeing everyone
on September 14.
-Kindergarten classes begin next Sunday,
September 13th, 10-11 a.m. Please arrive around
9:45 a.m. to have a chance to meet
the catechist that day.
-If you have not yet registered your children,
please do so this week! If anyone has a financial
concern regarding RE classes, please call to
discuss the situation. No one is denied religious
education due to financial difficulties. All are welcome! For more information or to register, please
call 847/966-1180 or email sijre2004@yahoo.com.
-Confirmation Year II Service
Opportunities: 1. Come to the
RE Office at 5:30 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 14 to prepare napkins
and plastic utensils for the
Pancake Breakfast. 2. Sign up
to help at the Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Sept. 20th. We need helpers 8 a.m.
– 2 p.m. for serving and clean-up. Note that this
does not excuse you from going to Mass. If you
want to be part of either or both of these opportunities, please call the RE Office, 847/966-1180, or
email sijre2004@yahoo.com this week. Thank you!

SUPPORT OUR YOUNG ADULT SERVICE MINISTRY… (see page 7 of this bulletin for more info!)
-by placing a donation in one of the alms boxes at the doors of the church today for the Walk for Life to benefit the
Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. The Young Adult Service Ministry will participate in the Walk for Life
next Saturday, September 12!
-by coming to the Pancake Breakfast on September 20, 8 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. in the Holy Family Room. For $8
come and enjoy pancakes, sausages, juice and/or coffee. Money raised will be used to support the parish through
the TTWCI Campaign, having a food booth at the Taste of SIJ and to help stop hunger through the CROP Walk, in
which they will participate in October.
Young adults in college or high school who would like to join in one or both of these events – the Walk for Life or
the Pancake Breakfast – are asked to email the RE Office, sijre2004@yahoo.com
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MINISTRY OF CARE TRAINING
Have you ever thought how you might advance the
healing ministry of Our Lord, Jesus Christ? Of how
you might share the Lord’s love and presence with
the sick, homebound or hospitalized and the prayer
and concern of our faith community by visiting them
and bringing them Holy Communion? We are
blessed with several compassionate Ministers of
Care, but we would like to include more people in
this healing work. We are especially in need of
people to go to the area nursing homes (1st or 3rd
Mondays, serving about once a month). If you are
interested in the possibility of becoming a Minister of Care, please contact Dee Stanton this week
to set a time to talk, 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com. The training will be on
Wednesday evenings, Sept. 30, Oct. 7, 14, 21, and
28, 7-9 p.m. at Presence St. Benedict Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center, 6930 W. Touhy Avenue,
Niles. A final session will be scheduled with you
here at the parish to discuss our procedures. Those
who want to be Ministers of Care must be mandated
by the Archdiocese of Chicago and you must attend
all the sessions to receive the mandate. Registration
for the training sessions closes Sept. 15, but space is
limited and we would like to help people register
soon. Please pray and ask the Lord if this is where
you would best use the time and talent with which
He has blessed you!
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BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study will
resume this Wednesday, September 9, at
9:30 a.m. in Rm. 6 of the school. Please
enter the building from the Holy Family
Room. We will begin a study of St. Paul’s
letter to the Romans. All are welcome for this study and prior bible study experience is not needed. Please come
Wednesday or call the RE Office, 847/966-1180 for more
information.

SIJ Men’s Club News
Summer has passed and it is time for the SIJ
Men’s Club Annual Kick Off Dinner:
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at
6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. All men of the
parish and their friends are invited. Come and
enjoy a gourmet meal of steak, salad, baked
potatoes, corn on the cob, dessert and a beverage. The dues from the upcoming 2015-2016
year are $50.00 for all eight meetings. The
cost for a guest for the kick off dinner is
$15.00. We encourage all members to bring a
guest and have them join the club! Please join

ALTAR FLOWERS
CAN BE
A BEAUTIFUL
TRIBUTE
Parishioners are invited to decorate the
altar with flowers in honor or memory of a
loved one. There can be two arrangements each week. Your name and intenƟon is listed in the BulleƟn. The cost of a
flower arrangement is $50. Altar flowers
will be available from now unƟl November
22, 2015.
Dates fill up quickly, so please book in
advance by calling the rectory at
847-967-1060.

us for a sociable evening!

Both Altar Flower arrangements
this week are:
-Kleeman and Klawitter Families
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MOVIE NIGHT
SIJ Friday Night at the Movies will have a double feature this
Friday, September 11th. At 5 p.m., for those able to make it, we’ll
show The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel and at 7 p.m. we’ll show
The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. The first is a wonderful
story of love, humor and the things that are really important in
life and the second is a more joyous celebration of lives and
loves. Both feature the great Judi Dench and Maggie Smith!
As always the movies are free as well as the popcorn and beverages.
All are welcome so bring your friends and neighbors.

SUPPORT THE KNIGHTS
AND SPRED
The Knights of Columbus annual Tootsie Roll
Drive will be next weekend. Members of our
SPRED Community and the Men’s Club will be
assisting the Knights by collecting donations
outside the Jewel at Dempster Plaza across from
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital. If you’re
near there please stop by to say hello and, if
possible, give a donation for the Knights to give
to many groups who work with people who are
mentally challenged or have learning disabilities. Our own SPRED Community is given a
generous gift each year to
support the ministry.
If anyone is interested in helping us accept
donations at the Jewel in the late afternoon this
Friday or Saturday, Sept. 11-12, please contact
Dee Stanton by Tuesday, 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com.

I
Marcin Ciechnowski
&
ChrisƟne Granados

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Do you desire a new or deeper relationship with Jesus Christ
and the Church? Are you thinking about being baptized, received into the Catholic Church or completing your Catholic
initiation with the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation?
If so, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), a process of prayer, study, discussion, service and more, will help
you prepare. We begin meeting next Sunday, Sept. 13th, at 9
a.m. in the Religious Education Office. Contact Dee Stanton, 847/966-1180 or sijre2004@yahoo.com, for more information.
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The Young Adult Service Ministry or Y.A.S.M invites young adults to our new web page for more
information on service events and hours!
Take a snap and it will immediately link you to our new web page or visit our site in https://
goo.gl/TGvCbG.
The Y.A.S.M will start its new year with Bike-Hike for Life campaign in September 12th at Caldwell Woods, Devon and Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago. For more information on registering and
online donation, visit our online fundraising page at https://goo.gl/F6ztAl.
On September 20, Y.A.S.M will hold a Pancake Breakfast in the Holy Family Room. Donations
will go to the parish and our Crop Walk (look below). Contact the RE Of ice if you’re interested in helping.
On October 18, Y.A.S.M will walk again in the Niles/Park Ridge Crop Walk to end world hunger.
If you’re interested, visit our online fundraising page at http://goo.gl/0ISB0L for registration
and online donations.
If you have any problems visiting any of these sites, email Jane E at yasm176@yahoo.com.

Learn more about Pope Francis’ Encyclical
“Laudato Si”
Care for Our Common Home
presented by Fr. Richard Fragomeni
Thursday, September 17th @ 7PM
Upcoming events
End of Life Ethics - Thursday, October 15th @ 7PM
Domestic Abuse - Thursday, November 19th @ 7PM

St. John
Brebeuf
Speaker Series

Family Spirituality - Thursday, January 26, 2016 @ 7PM
Watch the bulletin for additional information and updates.
You can also check the St. John Brebeuf website
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SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday:
Labor Day
Tuesday:
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday: St. Peter Claver
Friday:
Patriot Day
Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Mary;
Blessed Virgin Mary

TODAY’S READINGS

READINGS FOR
THE WEEK
Monday:

Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11, or,
for Labor Day, any readings from the Mass
“For the Blessing of Human Labor,” nos.
907-911
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]
Wednesday:Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-13ab; Lk 6:20-26
Thursday: Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38
Friday:
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;
Lk 6:39-42
Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49
Sunday:
Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18;
Mk 8:27-35

First Reading — Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God
(Isaiah 35:4-7a).
Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146).
Second Reading — Show no partiality as you adhere to
the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ (James 2:1-5).
Gospel — Jesus makes the deaf hear and the mute speak
(Mark 7:31-37).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

LET US PRAY… Lord, bless and protect our troops and first responders, as
well as their families and friends:
First Responder
United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marines
United States Navy
Illinois National Guard

Greg Zalewski
Mason Janzen, Breanna Dexter
Brian Caplin, Gale Renner
Aisha Fernando, Lance Renner, Gian Patrick Reyes
William B. Dexter, Timothy Kelly, David Perez
Christopher Dexter, Nathaniel Janzen

If you have a family member or friend you would like to add to our prayer list, either because they serve in the
military or first responder (police, firefighter, paramedic/EMT), please contact the RE Office at 847/966-1180 or
sijre2004@yahoo.com.
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BAPTISMS

Sebastian Alexander DeLeon Lorbes
Son of Bercel Lorbes & Marilyn DeLeon

PARISH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday 9AM - 5 PM
Sunday 9AM - NOON

Angelina Mendoza Castro

Daughter of Raymund & Irene (Mendoza) Castro

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Orthodox Christians have a saying about the reality of sin. They speak of “this holy and sinful Church,
which we love.” We know all too well the effects of
sin on the faith community. From our earliest days,
we have seen baptism as a place where the old self
dies in Christ, dies to sin, and rises to new life. Our
ancestors in faith held that post‑baptismal major sin
was unthinkable. Yet, as one Baptist minister once
explained, “We know that sin is drowned in the water, but it would appear that the devil is a pretty good
swimmer.”
The origins of the sacrament of penance have to
do with a similar insight among bishops in the early
church. A critical question for them was whether or
not a baptized person who had committed a public
sin could be re‑established in church life, forgiven,
and restored. Forgiven, yes, was an early answer, but
restored was another matter. Penance would be a permanent lifestyle for the forgiven; they would live at
the margins of the community, clearly visible in distinctive garments, and their access to the table of the
Eucharist was restricted. The harsh beginnings of
public penance led in time to a true treasure of our
tradition: the ability to find our way home through
the ministry of others, and a way for all of us sinners
to experience the gentle embrace of our forgiving
Lord.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Join us in lifting up our country in prayer to Almighty God. Come
and pray the Patriotic Rosary with us on the third Friday of the
month in Church 7:00-8:00 p.m. on the following dates:
September 18th, October 16th and November 20th

HAVING DIFFICULTY DEALING WITH
OUR STRESSFUL WORLD?
The Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic
Charities provides counseling services at our regional office in Des Plaines. Cheryl Joseph-Lukz,
MA, LCPC is our therapist there. Cheryl is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor, and she
has worked with individuals, couples and families
for over 20 years. Whether you’re having problems with personal relationships, work situations
or are just feeling unhappy, “stuck”, or unfulfilled,
we’re here for you. We are in network with BC/
BS PPO. To learn more about our services or to
make an appointment, please call (312) 655-7725.
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Mass Intentions

Liturgy Next Weekend
September 12-13, 2015

Sunday, September 6, 2015
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
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Special Intention-Carol & Ed Lisowski
Lucille & Michael Toreno
Shirley Klein
Roberta Olechowski
Pat Zygmunt
Arcadio Sanchez
Alberto Trinidad, Sr.
For the Living & Deceased Members of SIJ

Confessions
Fr. Pereira
11:00 - 12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Kennedy

10:00 a.m.

Fr. Kennedy

12:00 p.m.

Fr. Luczak/Deacon Paul

Hank Donnowitz
Monday, September 7, 2015
9:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society

Laverne Dunn
Tuesday, September 8, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Stephen Puisis

Labor Day Altar Servers
Monday, September 7, 9:00 a.m.
Maya Gherman, Alena Joseph, Lawson Mathew

Wednesday, September 9, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Kunjamma Job

Thursday, September 10, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Michael Vollmer
Kathleen Klawitter

September 12-13, 2015

Friday, September 11, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Sr. Mary Ellen Luczak

5:00 pm.

Dennis George
Diann George
Steve Livingston

8:00 a.m.

Mark Mangurali
Anna Koziol
Khayla Santiago

10:00 a.m.

Eugene Villarino
Jeffery Kurian
Imani Garner

12:00 p.m.

Matthew Ledesma
Nathan Ledesma
Jonathan Piska

Saturday, September 12, 2015
8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Communion Service-No Intentions
Frank and Patricia Hildebrandt

Sunday, September 13, 2015
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

For the Living & Deceased Members of SIJ

Donna Vollmer
Hermann & Jeanine Stephenson
Burke Family
Elaine Fab
Roberta Olechowski
Brandon Family
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PASTOR: Rev. Andrew Luczak
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: Rev. Mario Pereira, S.F.X.
PASTORAL STAFF:
Lori Herbert, Business Manager
Dolores Stanton, Director of Religious Education
Lisa Hall, Director of Music
DEACONS:
Deacon Robert C. O’Keefe, retired (Joan)
Deacon Paul M. Stanton (Dolores)
WEEKEND MASS CELEBRANT:
Rev. Bernard Kennedy, O.F.M.
Eucharistic Masses and Communion Services:
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
Monday - Friday: 8:00 AM
Saturday: - 5:00 PM
8:00 AM Communion Service
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 11:00 - 12:00 Noon or anytime by request.

Log in to
givecentral.org and
register today!

September 6, 2015

Sacrament of Matrimony: Must be registered for
six months prior to setting the wedding date with an additional six months for necessary preparation. Note: The
following wedding times can be scheduled:
Friday at 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. (Ceremony only)
Sacrament of Baptism: Second and fourth Sunday
of each month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation Session
must be completed before Baptism. Contact the Parish
Office as soon as possible for details.
Parish Office: Website: http://sij-parish.com
E-mail: office@sij-parish.com
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL. 60714, phone: 847-967-1060
Marlene Garber (A/R, Calendar Coordinator)
Jennifer Lande (A/P, Bulletin Editor)
Religious Education: 847-966-1180
Parish School:
St. John Brebeuf School: 847-966-3266

Pray
for…

JIMMY RANCICH
BERNARD KENNEDY, SR.
ALEXIS BARGA
DELAINE KENNEDY
MARY ANN CASTAGNA

Give Central is available for your
“To Teach Who Christ Is” & Annual Catholic
Appeal pledges & donations!

FR. BOB HEINZ
RICK (GRANDSON OF RALPH AND
KATHY EGLOFF)
JAMIE STANCZYK
EMILEE MIKESKA

Sacristan

IRACEMA GALVANI QUINETE

Arlene Turek

CLARENCE TUREK

ANTHONY ZOURKAS
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